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Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie (right) speaks to Mississauga Board of Trade president and CEO David Wojcik 
(left) during her annual State of the City address on Mar. 2, 2020. (Photo Courtesy of MBOT) 


It's time to see Mississauga differently, the 


councillors have hit the fo running, pass- 
city's Mayor told a packed room Tuesday during i 


ing resolutions compelling the federal and 


her annual address to the business community. 

"It's not just ours for the taking, but for the re- 
making," said Mayor Bonnie Crombie, speakin 
to 650-plus business leaders during her annua 
State of the City address, hosted by the Missis- 
sauga Board of Trade. 

Speaking at the midway point of her second 
term in office, and less than a month after ap- 
proving the city's 2020 budget with the rest of 
Mississauga council, Crombie touted burgeon- 
ing job growth, large-scale development and 
focus on attracting international and tech com- 
panies as evidence that the city's future is in 
good hands. 

"We're beginning to shed our suburban 
image," Crombie told a sold-out audience at the 
Mississauga Convention Centre, pointing to re- 
cent efforts to improve quality of life, combat 
gun and gang violence and attract top-tier in- 
vestment as indicators of a focused and 
thoughtful direction for the future. 

Since the beginning of the year, Mississauga 


Sa Wp Wedding 
Birthday 


Receptions 
(Anniversaries 


provincial government to provide reliable fund- 
ing for major projects, including infrastructure 
funding, climate change investments and more, 
while also passing the 2020 city budget, which 
includes a 3.24 per cent residential property tax 
increase, or approximately $88.18 for a 
$680,000 property. 

Nearly 800,000 residents live in Mississauga, 
with approximately 234,000 people who live 
and work in the city, said Crombie, who stressed 
the importance of continuing to attract talent 
and investment within the city. 

"We have an incredibly rare opportunity to 
present our potential," she told the crowd, 
poe to success attracting investments in 

ospital funding, waterfront development and 

rovincial funding to combat crime last year. 
2019 was a seminal year. (We) stepped up like 
never before." 

Look for additional coverage of Crombie’s re- 
marks in the Mar. 5 digital edition of Peel 
Weekly News. 
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As labour talks led 
to labour walks at 
Queen’s Park on 
Mar. 5, members of 
Peel’s Elementary 
Teachers Federation 
of Ontario took ina 
“Hope and Courage” 
fireside chat on 
Mar. 3. 

Rayne 
Quan, 


Fisher 


the co- 


founder of Students 
Say No, interviewed 
federal MP Jagmeet 
Singh, Leader of the 
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federal New Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The session took 
place only hours fol- 
lowing a press con- 
ference with 
Ontario Minister of 
Education Stephen 
Lecce, in which the 
government dialled 
back its bargaining 
position to within a 
whisker of union de- 
mands for reduced 
class sizes, but failed 
to deliver its com- 


mitment in a con- 
tract at the negotiat- 
ing table. 

Rayne Fisher 
Quan had already 
impressed  educa- 
tors with her found- 
ing of activist group 
Students Say NO, 
which was formed 
in 2018 in defence 
of the updated sex- 
ed curriculum. 


(PWN Staff Photo) 
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Police nab driver with loaded guns 
during traffic stop 


A 27 year-old 
Brampton has been 
charged with a string 
of criminal charges 
after cops found a 
loaded weapon in his 
vehicle, Peel Police re- 
vealed in early March. 

Patrol officers con- 
ducting a traffic stop 
on Mar. 3, around 3 
.m. in the Rutherford 
Road South and Clark 
Boulevard area, made 
the discovery after a 
car operated by the 
suspect was stopped. 

Upon investigation 
of the vehicle, officers 
discovered a loaded 
Glock 10 semi-auto- 
matic handgun, along 
with a quantity of 
methamphetamine. 

Jammare Miller, of 
Brampton, was subse- 
quently arrested and 
charged with multiple 
offences, including 
unauthorized posses- 


sion of a firearm, pos- 
sessing a weapon with 
an altered serial num- 


ber, and 
posses- 
sion of a 
con - 
trolled 
sub - 
stance, 
among 
other 
charges. 
Miller 
appeared 
i n 
Bramp- 
ton court 
for a bail 
hearing 
on Mar. 


Resi- 
dents 
with any 
informa- 
tion re- 
garding 
the case 
are asked 


to call 22 Division at 


(905) 453-2121, ext. 
2200. 


Province boosts Brampton seniors’ home with funding 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


A seniors’ home in 
Brampton’s south 
end is set to receive a 
cash injection from 
the province. 

Brampton South 
MPP Prabmeet 
Sarkaria and 
Brampton West 
MPP Amarjot 
Sandhu were on- 
hand late last month 
at Holland Christian 
Homes on 
McLaughlin Road 
South to announce 
$42,700 in funding, 
one of two proper- 
ties in the area that 
will be receiving a 
provincial grant to 
help seniors stay ac- 
tive. 

In a brief speech, 
Sarkaria said that 
Holland Christian, 
along with the 
nearby Brampton 
Flower City Seniors’ 
Centre, will each re- 
ceive $42,7000 to 
boost active living 
programs for sen- 
iors, as well as help 
them access. re- 
sources and services 


to help support their 
overall health and 
well-being. 

"This funding will 
go a long way in 
helping Brampton 
seniors enjoy the ac- 
tive,  socially-con- 
nected quality of life 
they deserve," said 
Sarkaria, who noted 
in his remarks that 
seniors’ active living 
centres provide a 
hub for seniors and 
their families to 
build positive con- 
nections and remain 
healthy. 

Holland Christian 
Homes Chief Execu- 
tive officer Kenneth 
Rawlins told Peel 
Weekly News that 
the funds will greatly 
boost the facility, 
adding 850 Inde- 
pendent senior Liv- 
ing and 350 long 
term care beds. 

“These funds will 
help to pay for these 
seniors health care 
such as medical 
bills, physiotherapy, 
exercise and jogging 


to stay active and 
healthy,” said Rawl- 


ings. 

Holland Christian 
Homes is also pro- 
viding in-house ac- 
cess to a variety of 
stores and services, 
including a Shop- 
per's Drug Mart in 
the building, physio- 
therapy offices, a 
grocery, | conven- 
ience store, library, 


F 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


fitness classes and 
more. 

The investment, 
announced on Feb. 
28, is part of a $14.1 
million funding 
commitment made 
to over 300 seniors’ 
centres across the 
province. 

Last year, seniors’ 
minister Raymond 
Cho was on-hand in 
south Mississauga to 


announce _ similar 
grants, and was 
present at Holland 
Christian to explain 
the value of the 


grants. 
"Supporting our 
seniors today 1s 


about investing in all 
of our futures. This 
funding will have a 
direct and positive 
impact on seniors in 
communities across 


the province by al- 
lowing them to take 
part in programs 
and services that will 
help keep them ac- 
tive, socially con- 
nected, and 
healthy," said Cho. 
"These programs 
and services support 
healthy aging and 
help seniors to live 
the quality lives they 
deserve." 
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hopes - for the print sector 


by PWN Staff 

The first step to 
solving a problem, 
even within our own 
home, especially 
within our own home, 
is to recognize that we 
have a problem. And 
the first step to realiz- 
ing that we have a 
problem is to examine 
the problem honestly, 
frankly, openly — not 
try to sweep it under 
the carpet. 

Trying to hide a 
problem is to let it in- 
fect and grow under 
cover of darkness 
until what starts as a 
boil becomes cancer 


that threatens the en- 
tire body. 
At Peel Weekly 


News, we believe that 
an open and honest 


publication, we have 
taken the time to cel- 
ebrate our successes 
and failures, and as- 
sess how we can bet- 
ter serve the public in 
anew decade. 

We want to provide 
a platform where our 
talents can thrive, and 
we do. We have to ex- 
plore new ideas, new 
ways, hew options for 
our communities, and 
our readers, and we 
do. Finally, we need 
to offer continuity to 
our next generations 
so that they can grow 
and thrive in a pro- 
gressive society like 
ours, while they have 
roots in their cultural 
heritage. We believe 
we are accomplishing 


we have to report on 
the world news, as 
viewed through a 
local lens, while con- 
tinuing to provide 
strong coverage of 
breaking news, crime, 
business, lifestyle and 
sports stories 
throughout Peel Re- 
gion. 

All types of commu- 
nities and all kinds of 
ethnicities make Peel 
their home, regard- 
less of whether they 
are Canadian, Chi- 
nese or Indian, white, 
brown, or black. 

We have to cover all 
their local initiatives, 
and we do so with 
great interest. 

We also need to 
show readers what 


itage Month, Black 
Community Day, or 
Chinese New Year. It 
doesn’t matter if it's 
Canada Day, Hal- 
loween, Sikh Vaisakhi 
Khalsa Day or an 
LGBTQ+ community 
celebration. 

We have to treat 
everyone with fair- 
ness and respect and 
cover all events, and 
yes, we do. 

We do our best in 
our editorial columns 
and news stories to 
meet these require- 
ments of our readers. 
But we would all hurt 
if we ignored our 
challenges. 

Therefore, Peel 
Weekly News also 
discusses topics in our 


ew decade brings new challenges - and 


tion of perspective to 
see problems today 
through a clear focus 
lens so that we all 
have a better tomor- 
row. 

As we celebrate our 
third anniversary as a 
publication, we thank 
you for your contin- 
ued support, and look 
forward to serving 
you in an increased 
capacity as we expand 
our digital and print 
offerings, reaching 
out to high-impact 
communities, con- 
tinue to speak to offi- 
cials at all levels of 
government to bring 
the latest news - and 
express confidence in 
the hopes of the jour- 
nalism sector, which 


discussion of theseis- these goals, andcon- ourcommunity'slocal newspaper that some continues to expand 
suesisalsopartofour tinue to broaden our governments are consider controver- and change in a new 
journalistic and social reach tothe commu- doing forthe city and _ sial or even hostile to decade. 
role. nity. citizens. our cultural roots. We Here’s to the future! 
Coming up on our Since Canada is a It doesn't matter are actually anything 
third anniversary asa multiculturalcountry, whetherit's Sikh Her- but that. It is a ques- 
e e 
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when he was ar- 
rested for a tax re- 
turn scheme. 

The investigation 
and subsequent ar- 
rest into the 
scheme began in 
2013, when the 
Canada Revenue 
Agency discovered 
that Aurelius Carl- 
ton Branch, of 
Brampton, filed tax 
returns that 
claimed false busi- 
ness losses, along 
with his partner, 
Lawrence Watts. 

The pair, who 
were operated a 
company _ called 
Fiscal Arbitrators, 
were able to con- 
vince clients that 
they could file tax 
returns claiming 
false losses related 
to non-existent 
businesses. 

Branch  subse- 
quently failed to re- 
port $926,213 of 
revenue from Fis- 
cal Arbitrators dur- 
ing CRA 
assessments in 


Branch, who 
worked for the 
CRA from 1976-80, 
had a Canada-wide 
warrant issued for 
his arrest in early 
2013, and later had 
an Interpol war- 
rant issued for his 
arrest. In 2017, 
Branch was ar- 
rested while in 
Costa Rica, and 
was later extra- 
dited to Canada in 
early 2019. He later 
pled guilty to two 
counts of fraud in 
court on Nov. 21, 
2019. 

Branch was con- 
victed of the 
charges in New- 
market court on 
Feb. 27 and sen- 
tenced to four-and- 
a-half years in 
prison, along with 
a $394,772 fine, 
while Watts was 
sentenced in 2015 
to six years in 
prison for a differ- 


ent charge, the 
CRA later noted in 
court filings. 


where a six-year- 
old Black girl had 
her wrists and an- 
kles handcuffed by 
two Peel Police of- 
ficers before being 
placed on her 
stomach for nearly 
half an hour was 
“disproportionate 
to what was neces- 
sary to provide ad- 
equate control”, a 
human rights adju- 
dicator ruled last 
week in Toronto 
court. 

The decision, 
which was ruled by 
adjudicator 
Brenda Bowlby on 
Feb. 24, ruled that 
the two officers in- 
volved in the inci- 
dent, which took 
place at a Peel 
school in Sep. 
2016, was an 
“overreaction“ to 
the circumstances, 
and race playing a 
factor in the inci- 
dent, she ruled. 

“I have  con- 
cluded that the of- 
ficers' action in 
placing the appli- 


—e- 


ach, handcuffing 
her wrists behind 
her and maintain- 
ing her in this po- 
sition, with her 
ankles also hand- 
cuffed, for 28 min- 
utes, were 
disproportionate 
to what was neces- 
sary to provide ad- 
equate control and 
amounts to a clear 
overreaction in the 
circumstances," 
Bowlby wrote in a 
summary con- 
tained within her 
54-page decision. 

According to Peel 
Police, the action 
was undertaken to 
secure the child 
due to the fact that 
she was acting ina 
violent manner, 
screaming, punch- 
ing and_ kicking 
others. 

According to in- 
terviews conducted 
by other media 
outlets with Peel 
Police in 2017, the 
incident was the 
third time officers 
were called about 


had a history of 
similar incidents. 

During the trial, 
which lasted seven 
days, Bowlby and 
other tribunal 
members heard 
from the officers 
involved in the 
case and the child’s 
mother, who stated 
that her daughter 
had to be kept 
home for several 
weeks after the in- 
cident in question, 
and that they even- 
tually changed her 
attending school. 

In her decision, 
Bowlby said that 
the officers denied 
handcuffing the 
child behind her 
back, noting that a 
lack of the officer’s 
credibility played a 
part in her deci- 
sion. 

The child’s name, 
and that of her 
family members, 
are still under a 
publication ban by 
the Human Rights 
Tribunal. 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


After months of nego- 
tiations, U.S. officials 
and Taliban representa- 
tives signed a “peace” 
agreement in Qatar, to 
end the longest U.S. war 
in Afghanistan since 
2001, earlier this 
month. 

Thirty countries be- 
came witnesses to the 
agreement. Including 
leaders from Turkey, 
Pakistan, Qatar, India, 
Indonesia, Uzbekistan, 
and Tajikistan. The 
agreement will pave the 
way for the gradual 


withdrawal of the 
United States. 

Initially, the United 
States failed in 


Afghanistan, and the 
Taliban returned to 
power for more than a 
decade. Peace negotia- 
tions in Afghanistan are 
like ordering the 
tsunami to return its 
seawater to the sea. The 
United States wants to 
leave Afghanistan and 
abandon its allies. 

This is not the first 
time this has happened. 


HARRY SAUND 
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It is this contradiction 
in foreign policy that 
has led to this situation. 
Contain and develop 
terrorism. 

Terrorists will now 
claim that they defeated 
the two Soviet super- 
powers at the same 
time, and now, the 
United States. 

Under President Don- 
ald Trump, the United 
States has seemingly 
become tired of wasting 
blood and treasure on 
country-building proj- 
ects that have lost their 
lustre in Afghanistan. 

Therefore, the U.S. is 
more willing to negoti- 
ate. In addition, the Tal- 
iban was seemingly 
tired of the constant 
killings by the United 
States and their allies. 
Most of their initial 
leaders were dead, and 
recruits were often 
slaughtered. 

The Taliban wants 
U.S. forces to leave, and 
they want to take over 
the U.S.-backed govern- 
ment. The United States 
wants to stop wasting 
American lives and 
money in this war. 

The U.S. also wants 
the Taliban to credibly 
ensure that Afghanistan 
will not be used as a 


base for terrorist groups 
such as Al-Qaeda, the 
Haqqani Network, and 
ISIS. 

Subsequently, the 
U.S. also wants the Tal- 
iban to behave like a po- 
litical party in a 
democratic country 
rather than despots, 
who will simply kill the 
U.S.-backed leaders and 
take over the country. 

Trump will leave 
when he thinks his in- 
terests are better served 
when the country 
leaves. If they are in 
seeking benefit for both 
countries, the Taliban 
have nothing to lose 
and much to gain by en- 
tering into negotiations 
with the U.S. and the 


Government of 
Afghanistan. 

The U.S. and the 
Afghanistan govern- 


ment also have nothing 
to lose and everything 
to gain by engaging in 
negotiations with the 
Taliban. 

By negotiating with 
the Taliban, the U.S. 
and Afghan govern- 
ments do not lose or 
gain much. No military 
victory will be achieved 
anywhere in this seem- 
ingly endless war. 

Even for hostile pur- 
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poses in Afghanistan, 
no matter which entity 
is in power, it will con- 
tinue to need substan- 
tial international 
financial assistance to 
sustain its survival. In 
reasonable _negotia- 
tions, this is often re- 
ferred to as a "win-win," 
and all parties take 
some action. 
Unfortunately, there 
has never been a "win- 
win" situation in 
Afghanistan. There are 
only "win-lose" and 
"lose-win". I don't un- 
derstand and have no 
rules, but I think that's 
the case when negotiat- 
ing with Afghans. 
Finally, on Mar. 2, 
U.S. officials and Tal- 
iban _ representatives 
signed a "peace" agree- 
ment. The elected peo- 
ple of Afghanistan do 
not include the people 
who signed the agree- 
ment after countless at- 
tempts in the country to 
break the talks twice 
and bring the Taliban to 
the table. The peace en- 
voys of the United 
States, Khalil Jalal, and 
the mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar, the founders 
of the Taliban, were ar- 
rested and jailed in Pak- 
istan from Feb. 2010 to 


Oct. 2018, and were 
taken to discuss the re- 
quest of the United 
States. 

The U.S. side says that 
the aftermath of the 
decades-old conflict can 


mark the beginning of a 
"new era in 
Afghanistan." Cur- 


rently, the agreement is 
about an American 
agenda to establish a 
timetable for leaving 
Afghanistan and the 
Taliban agreement not 
to go to war. 

At this point, more 
than a thousand Amer- 
ican soldiers may be re- 
duced to half within a 
month, and all troops in 
NATO countries will re- 
turn home over time. 

After the terrorist at- 
tacks in the United 
States on Sep. 11, 2011, 
the fighting began as 
the Taliban sheltered Al 
Qaeda. Since then, 
more than one million 
Afghan citizens have 
been killed. 

Since 2001, U.S. tax- 
payers have faced a $1 
billion burden in terms 
of age and reconstruc- 
tion costs. After the up- 
coming __ presidential 
election, and depending 
on whether he is re- 
elected, Donald Trump 
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may be willing to dis- 
continue the agreement 
because it has become 
part of his election dec- 
laration. 

The important ques- 
tion is whether the 
agreement is sufficient 
to prevent the Taliban 
from participating in 
terrorist activities again, 
especially if the Taliban 
attacked U.S. locations 
a few weeks ago. 

So far, among the few 
shocking facts, one of 
the first countries to 
sign the agreement is 
Pakistan, which is pub- 
licly withdrawing from 
the Taliban. 

Pakistan, which has 
always been a Taliban 
supporter, can strate- 
gize again with other 
countries without its 
connection to the Tal- 
iban. 

Women's rights are 
another serious issue, 
as the Taliban have al- 
ways been dangerous in 
their treatment of non- 
men and women, and 
have not allowed girls in 
Islam to receive educa- 
tion and freedom. 

It remains to be seen 
how this impacts the 
well-being of 
Afghanistan in the long- 
term. 
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Coeds laid in human 
trafficking case 


Investigators from 
the Vice Unit have ar- 
rested and charged a 
39-year-old man from 
Brampton in relation 
to a human trafficking 


investigation last 
month. 

In Feb. 2019, an in- 
vestigation com- 
menced into Carl 


“Korey” Campbell after 
a 26-year-old female 
victim came forward 
outlining his involve- 
ment in human traf- 
ficking. In June, 
Campbell was charged 
with numerous human 
trafficking offences. 
Last month, the in- 
vestigation continued 
as a second victim, an 
adult female who had 
been exploited in the 
sex trade over a Six- 
year period, came for- 


ward. The suspect ex- 
ercised control over all 
aspects of the victim’s 
life and profited as a 
result. 

Campbell was ar- 
rested and charged on 
Feb. 27 with multiple 
offences, including 
human trafficking, 
procuring, assault with 
a weapon, mischief and 
forcible confinement, 
among others. 

Campbell later ap- 
peared for a bail hear- 
ing in Brampton court 
on Feb. 28. 

Investigators believe 
there may be more vic- 
tims and/or witnesses. 
Residents who have in- 
formation regarding 
the case are asked to 
call (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3555. 


Carl ‘Korey’ Campbell, as seen in a 
handout photo. (Photo Courtesy of 


Nine, 


Peel Police) 
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2 million investment announced for 


eel by community provider 


by Alex Gregory 

Eight community or- 
ganizations in Peel will 
join a network of agen- 
cies working towards 
addressing poverty in 
the region - with the 
support of $2 million 
in funding. 

The funding was an- 
nounced by United 
Way Greater Toronto 
(UWGT) earlier this 
week, as part of a 
larger effort across the 
GTA to link local com- 
munity groups and 
agencies to find solu- 
tions to end poverty. 

The eight agencies, 
including Caledon 
Community Services, 
Malton Neighbour- 
hood Services, Dixie 
Bloor Neighbourhood 


Centre and Our Place 
Peel and others, were 
selected as part of 
UWGT’s Anchor and 
Buildin Strong 
Neighbourhoods 
gees 

rants will see 
the meng agencies col- 
laborate on three ini- 
tiatives running in 
Brampton, Cooksville 
and Malton that focus 
on spurring local infra- 
structure, education 
and training to help 
less-fortunate _resi- 
dents. 

"This is about fight- 
ing local poverty 
across the GTA,” said 
UWGT Danielle Zan- 
otti on Tuesday. “Re- 
search and real-world 


ve itr. os 


a ce la Pe Fe thesia 


Dine — 


& Network | 


Bealls: www. mbot. com 
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examples show that 
the most effective way 
to fight local poverty is 
a strong, coordinated 
network of agencies 
working _ together... 
strengthening the sec- 
tor in Peel Region is 
essential to strength- 


ening the GTA.” 
The funded initia- 
tives include’ the 


“Cooksville Commu- 
nity Development Ini- 
tiative,” led by Indus 
Community Services, 
which will focus on a 
highly diverse area 
where new transit in- 
frastructure will spur 
growth and develop- 
ment in the area. The 
project will develop a 
local network to build 


a social infrastructure 
strategy that will help 
shape the area, organ- 
izers said. 

Malton Neighbour- 
hood Services will sup- 
port the Malton 
Community-Building 
Project, a local net- 
work that will focus on 
education, training 
and capacity-building 
opportunities to im- 
prove neighbourhood 
safety. 

The two — grant 
streams are intended 
to bolster UWGT’s 
program funding 
across the region, said 
representatives with 
the organization. 


CLASSIC 
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Town of Erin receives 
“Code of Silence” award 


Not. exactly the 
award you want to 
win. 

A municipality lo- 
cated near Caledon 
has received an 
award from the 
Canadian Associa- 
tion of Journalists 
(CAJ) for their ef- 
forts to stall public 
and media access to 
information and 
major decisions. 

The Town of Erin 
received the “Code 
of Silence Award for 
Outstanding 
Achievement in 
Government Se- 
crecy’, which is given 
out anually and rec- 
ognizes local govern- 
ments and agencies 
that put additional 
efforts into thwart- 
ing access to infor- 
mation and media 
coverage. 

Erin was cited by 
the journalism or- 

anization for a 
aundry list of in- 
fractions, which in- 
cluded a failure to be 
transparent wit 
media outlets, refus- 
ing to acknowledge 
or answer requests 
for comment, and 
insisting media out- 
lets only contact an 
appointed 


spokesperson via 
email. 

“Tt has become 
commonplace _ for 


The Town of Erin to 
refuse to be trans- 


parent with the 
media and therefore 
local residents on 
even basic matters 
of public interest,” 
CAJ said Tuesday. 
“Worse yet, Erin of- 
ficials have failed to 
inform the media of 
meetings at which 
major decisions will 

e made.” 

The_ organization 
also highlighted a 
recent case where 
Erin Mayor Allan 
Alls refused to grant 
information regard- 
ing severance pay- 
ments given to a 
number of Town 
employees fired in 
2017, requested 
through a Freedom 
of Information (FOI) 
request, to media 
outlets unless com- 
pelled to do so by the 
city commissioner. 

The Town was one 
of several cities rec- 
ognized with the ci- 
tation, along with 
North Bay, ON, 
Cranbrook, British 
Columbia, Mor- 
inville, Alberta 
Cornwall, ON and 
Cote-Saint-Luc, QB. 

The “awards’ were 
chosen by a juried 


panel, which in- 
cluded representa- 
tives (0) four 


press-freedom advo- 
cacy groups. in 
Canada. 
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Major library set to undergo multi-million 
dollar renovation 


by Alex Gregory 


Get ready to see a 
multi-million dollar 
facelift. 

Mississauga’s 
biggest library is set to 
go “under the knife’ 
laterthis, being reno- 
vated in a bid to over- 
haul the _ storied 
building and add 
more accessibility. 

The renovation will 
commence in Decem- 
ber, with the library 
remaining closed until 
early 2023, the city 
said Tuesday. 

The library, which 
was opened in 1991, 
currently boasts five 
floors of space along 
with a glass pavilion 
and auditorium. The 
planned upgrades will 
see an additional 
28,000 square-feet of 
space being added, 
with an additional 
6,000 square-feet of 
space being added to 
the building’s fourth 
floor. 

The project is esti- 
mated to cost $42.8 
million, and will be 
the first major renova- 
tion project for the site 
since it opened nearly 
thirty years ago. Up- 
grades to make the 
site easier for resi- 
dents with disabilities 
are also in the works. 

“We look forward to 


bringing a bigger and 
brighter facility to 
Mississauga resi- 
dents,” Mississauga 
Library director Lori 


Kelly said earlier this 
week. 
The development 


proposal was previ- 
ously outlined in the 
city’s Future Direc- 
tions Master Plan, and 
was explained by city 
officials in budget 


consultations held in 
2018 and 2019 as 
being performed to 
meet the needs of the 
growing population, 
increase access to 


services and replace 
aging infrastructure. 

“The new Central Li- 
brary will play a signif- 
icant role in the 
transformation of our 
City’s urban core,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “(The li- 
brary) will act as a 
community hub and 
gathering space that 
will facilitate learning 
and spark opportunity 
for the thousands of 
people who live, work 
and go to school in the 
downtown area and 
beyond.” 

Additional services 


planned for the reno- 
vated site include 
greater access to 
“Makerspace” (do-it- 
youself) sound and 
video studios, a teach- 
ing kitchen, study 
spaces, a reflection 
room and more. 

Collections, __pro- 
grams and activities 
will be relocated while 
construction is being 
done. Residents are 
also being encouraged 
to give their feedback 
regarding what they 
want to see in the ren- 
ovation. 
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New cases of coronavirus confirmed in province 


Two new cases of 
the coronavirus 
have been con- 
firmed in the 
province, causing 
concerns over out- 
break prevention 
measures in the re- 
gion. 

The new cases, 
which concern two 
patients living in 
York Region and 
Richmond, were re- 
lated to recent trips 
to Iran and Egypt, 
the province’s chief 
medical officer, Dr. 
David Williams, 
said on Mar. 3. 

The new _ cases 
bring the number of 
confirmed cases in 
the country to 33, 
with 20 of those 
cases being within 
the province. 

Despite that, Peel 
Region’s chief med- 
ical officer said staff 
and employees are 
working to mini- 
mize the risk of an 
outbreak. 
meg been very 

usy getting pre- 
pared for this,* Dr. 
Jessica Hopkins of 
Peel Public Health 
said last week dur- 
ing a media inter- 
view regarding the 
Region’s prepared- 
ness for a possible 
coronavirus  out- 
break. The Region 
currently has no 
confirmed cases of 


the virus, she ex- 
plained. 

“We've been mak- 
ing sure we have 
everything up-to- 
date based on what 
the province and 
the Public Health 
Agency of Canada 
are telling us,” said 
Hopkins, who indi- 
cated that the Re- 
gion would respond 
promptly to ensure 
that  self-isolation 
protocols are fol- 
lowed for those who 
have the virus, and 
that testing and as- 
sessment protocols 
are up-to-date. 

Hopkins urged 
residents to stay 
home if they are 
sick and wash their 
hands with soap or 
hand sanitizer. 


In a_ statement 
made last week, 
City of Toronto 


chief medical officer 
Dr. Eileen de Villa 
said that health offi- 
cials are continuing 
to monitor the po- 
tential of local 
spread, and_ that 
they will “continue 
to carefully monitor 
this situation and 
encourage residents 
to stay informed.” 
The fear and un- 
certainty over the 
coronavirus has 
caused impacts to 
local businesses in 
the region, with 


Chinese-owned 
restaurants and 
other industries ex- 
periencing signifi- 
cant drops’ in 
visitors due to fears 
over the outbreak. 
Earlier this week, 
Air Canada _ can- 
celed all of its 
flights from Canada 
to China until Apr. 
10 due to the coron- 
avirus, following a 
similar cancellation 
of flights to 
Toronto, Montreal 
and Vancouver to 
Beijing last month. 


Federal health 
minister Patty 
Hajdu also took the 
step of issuing a 
statement advising 
residents that, de- 
spite the public risk 
of contracting the 
virus being low, to 
stockpile food and 
medicine in the 
event of an_ out- 
break scenario or 


other emergency. 
“Tt’s gees to be pre- 
pared, because 


things can change 
quickly,” Hajdu said 
Wednesday. 


Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, local 
councillors and 
community advo- 
cates were on-hand 
last month in the 
city’s downtown 
core to reassure res- 
idents that Chinese 
- owned businesses 
will continue to be 
supported. 

“Brampton stands 
shoulder to shoul- 
der with our Asian 
restaurants during 
this period of adver- 
sity,” Brown _ said 


Tuesday evening. 


Brown’s statement 
echoes similar re- 
marks made by ad- 
vocates in 
Mississauga regard- 
ing the impact ot 
Chinese - owned 
and operated busi- 
nesses in the GTA. 

"We're trying to 
encourage people to 
come out and sup- 
port the  busi- 
nesses," said MCBA 
president Winnie 
Fung. "The whole 
supply chain has 
been affected." 


Assailant arrested after 
attempted murder 


One man is under 
arrest in connection 
with an attempted 
murder that took 
place one year ago 
in Brampton. 

Peel Police made 
the arrest in connec- 
tion with a shooting 
that took place on 
Feb. 14, 2019 in the 
Mississauga Road 
and Sandalwood 
Parkway area. 

Authorities re- 
sponded to the area 
after receiving a re- 
port of shots fired, 
and located a 35 
year-old man suffer- 
ing from minor in- 
juries. 

A subsequent in- 
vestigation led to 
police arresting 24 
year-old Marcin 
Beran, of no fixed 
address, who eluded 


investigators for 
nearly a year after 
an arrest warrant 
was issued. 

Beran was arrested 
in Mississauga on 
Tuesday, and was 
carrying a loaded 
9mm handgun at 
the time of his ar- 
rest. 

Beran was charged 
with multiple of- 
fences, including at- 
tempted murder 
and numerous 
firearms related of- 
fences. 

Beran appeared in 
Brampton court on 
Wednesday to an- 
swer to the charges. 

Residents with ad- 
ditional information 
are asked to call Peel 
Police at (905) 453- 
3311, ext. 2233. 


2020 budget boasts “Zero” local property 
tax increase 


“Zero” is the magic 
number. 
the second 
year in a_ row, 
Brampton council- 
lors have been able 
to deliver a zero per 
cent increase in city 
property taxes for 
the 2020 budget, ac- 
complished through 
a net expenditure in- 
crease of $47 mil- 
lion. 

The budget was 
passed unanimously 
Wednesday after a 
special council meet- 
ing, and will see city 
services remain sta- 
ble or increase, while 
using levies to keep 
city infrastructure at 
sustainable levels. 

“The budget in- 
cludes key invest- 
ments through levies 
in infrastructure and 


transit to continue 
meeting the needs of 
a growing city,” 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown said 
Wednesday as 
budget talks con- 
cluded. The total in- 
crease to the tax bills 
of Brampton resi- 
dents will only in- 
clude a 1.3 per cent 
property tax ee 
Peel Region, as their 
budget was passed 
last month. 
Stormwater 
charges, assessment 
growth and revenue 
growth will be used 
to power the $47 
million increase in 
expenditures, while 
a further $110 mil- 


lion will —becon- 
tributed to the city’s 
reserves to 


strengthen its finan- 


—e- 


cial position. 

In total, the 2020 
budget runs at ap- 
proximatel $977 
million, which in- 
cludes a $222 mil- 
lion capital budget 
that includes a num- 
ber of major proj- 
ects, including $9.8 
million towards the 


improvement of 
local sports fields, 
trails and play- 


grounds over the 
next three years; $52 


million for bus pur- 
chases, including 
electric variants; 


$650,000 over the 
next three years to 
boost the city’s photo 
radar presence in 
community safe 
zones and $41 mil- 
lion in upgrades to 
transportation and 
roads. 


The city’s chief ad- 
ministrative officer, 
David Barrick, said 
the budget is “fo- 
cused on providing 
strategic invest- 
ments aligned with 
(council) priorities... 
this responsible 
budget enhances the 
delivery of high- 
quality services for 
our residents by 
demonstrating re- 
spect for taxpayers 
today while prepar- 
ing for tomorrow.” 

Consultations were 
held with residents, 
including four days 
of in-person consul- 
tations with key 
stakeholders and 
residents, as well as 
a phone-in town hall 
which attracted 
more than 7,500 lis- 
teners. 
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Fraud is rising, but the government is still sleeping 


Surjit Singh 
=m Flora 
The issue of 

"Labour Market 
Impact Assess- 
ment" (LMIA) 


fraud continues to 
be a sticking point 
in Canada's immi- 
grant communities, 
including Peel. 

An LMIA is a cer- 
tificate issued by 
the Government of 
Canada for foreign 
workers to obtain a 
work permit. The 
certificate issued 
states that there is 
no Canadian-born 
worker able to fill 
the same job, that 
there is a need to 
fill in a foreign 
worker, and _ that 
hiring a_ foreign 
worker will not im- 
pact Canadian 
workers or labour 
market. 

The employer ap- 
plies for the assess- 
ment after 
completing a few 
steps, including the 
advertisement of 
the same job in var- 
ious sites specified 
by the Government 
of Canada and a 
wait time around 
90 days. 

On having no ap- 


plicants, the em- 
ployer will be eligi- 
ble to apply for an 
LMIA on behalf of 
whomever they 
want. There are 
some other condi- 
tions that employ- 
ers have to adhere 
to before they can 
finalize the applica- 
tion. 

These LMIA work 
permits are a hot 
commodity in the 
Canadian market 
nowadays. Two 
years ago, each as- 
sessment was sold 
for $5,000. Now, 
they can _ easily 
reach upwards of 
$50-60,000_ each 
due to manipula- 
tion and money- 
making schemes. 

It was recently re- 
vealed that an 
LMIA was sold in 
Canada's Chinese 
community for a 
staggering $1.5 mil- 
lion. 

The number of 
LMIA cases are in- 
creasing day by 
day, with its cost to 
the economy rising. 
It is only now that 
the Trudeau gov- 
ernment is taking 
active steps to 
streamline the 
process and curb 
fraud. Canada's Im- 
migration Depart- 
ment is now 
seeking to shore up 
the loopholes that 


& The Compass 


give rise to fraud, 
spearheading pilot 
programs, and 
seeking to enhance 
applications with 
greater trans- 
parency. 

It seems as 
though there is 
fraud in every im- 
migration category, 
not just in LMIA- 
related cases. The 
abuse of marriage 
for permanent resi- 
dency has always 
been high. It's big 
business. 

According to a re- 
port this week, 29- 
year-old Manjot 
Singh allegedly 
committed suicide 
by jumping into the 
Fraser River in 
Vancouver, on Jan. 
D9. 

His father, 
Maninder Singh 
jand mother, 
Surinder Kaur, Fri- 
day, alleged that 
their son took the 
extreme step due to 
harassment by his 
wife. This is not the 
first suicide and 
will not be the last. 

Innovation, Re- 
search and _ Eco- 
nom i ec 
Development Min- 


ister Navdeep 
Singh Bains has 
said that immi- 


grants of all kinds, 
including students 
and workers com- 
ing from abroad, 


are respected in the 
country. He said 
that students arrive 
in Canada at a great 
expense and work 
hard and_ con- 
tribute to the coun- 
try when _ they 
arrive. 

A massive hiring 
of many students 
and workers in 
Canada is made 
through the LMIA 
system. Bains said 
the alliance  be- 
tween immigration 
consultants and 
business owners is 
akin to the LMIA. 
Selling corruption 
cannot be accepted. 

For the past few 
years, there has 
been a growing ten- 
dency for young 
men and women to 
immigrate to 
Canada as interna- 
tional students and 
workers who intend 
to remain perma- 
nently in Canada. 

When they are of- 
fered a job from a 
Canadian govern- 
ment-recognized 
job in a local busi- 
ness, the work per- 
mit begins to pave 
the way for their 
permanent status. 

This trend en- 
couraged bullying 
in Canada, which 
led to the question 
of how to address 
the issue. Bains 
said the problem 


THE COMPASS 
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We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


would be resolved 
with the support of 
Immigration Min- 
ister Marco Mendi- 
cino and Labour 
Minister Filomena 
Tassi. The flaw in 
the system is the 
value that business 
owners have the 
potential to make. 
Bains said business 
owners need to be 
reassured by re- 
thinking this possi- 


bility. 
Bains also noted 
that in Canada, 


keeping the faith 
and trust of the 
people of the world 
1s very important, 
so that no one can 
be allowed to play 
with the govern- 
ment system. 

To make their 
dreams coming to 
Canada a reality, 
the people of Pun- 
jab have been 
working hard to get 
to the top of the 
class, which has 
only caused more 
strain on the local 
educational system. 

As parents and 
their young chil- 
dren look to 
Canada for a better 
future, they are 
prepared to face 
any cost. 

The sad news 
came out recently 
that a student who 
came from Punjab, 
Prabhleen Kaur 


Matharu, was 
found dead along- 
side her husband 
by police in Surrey 
in late November. 
The case domi- 
nated news head- 
lines for several 
days, with allega- 
tions that the case 
was a murder-sui- 
cide between the 
two individuals. 

Regardless, more 
work needs to be 
done to combat 
fraud in cases of 
immigration. 

In Canada, the 
fake colleges are 
open, which have 
no classrooms. In- 
ternational stu- 
dents receive a 
letter, after which 
they get a Visa. 
"Nanny fraud' con- 
tinues to be an 
issue, with unquali- 
fied residents get- 
ting a Visa and 
employment. Be- 
cause of frauds like 
"foreign driving ex- 
perience’ programs, 
our roads continue 
to be more and 
more unsafe. 

Are all these 
frauds less than 
LMIA? Now a huge 
housing problem 
has also arisen. 

All of these frauds 
can be laid at the 
feed of the federal 
government's cur- 
rent immigration 
policy. 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 
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New federal stats show Indian residents 
top list of permanent settlers 


According to the 
latest figures from 
the Government of 
Canada, people from 
many countries of 
the world are contin- 
uing to reach 
Canada permanently 
throughout the year, 
but the number of 
Indian citizens has 
increased has seen a 
particular spike. 

During 2019, 
341,000 permanent 
immigrants arrived 
in Canada from dif- 
ferent countries, of 
which more than 25 
per cent were from 
India, according to 
recent figures pro- 
vided by the govern- 
ment. Of those, only 
85,585 Indians re- 
ceived permanent 
immigration, which 
is slightly more than 
a fourth of the total 
population. 

India has become 
the leading country 
for immigration to 


BOLTON LINE 


Canada. For the first 
time since 2018, 
more than three mil- 
lion people arrived 
in Canada for per- 
manent settlement. 

From 2019 _ to 
2021, the Govern- 
ment of Canada has 
set a target of issuing 
330,800 permanent 
visas to foreigners 
each year, which 
were not only com- 
pleted in 2019, but 
were issued more 
than permanent 
visas. 

Of those, 58 per 
cent are immigrants, 
27 per cent of those 
who immigrated to 
Canada based on 
their educational 
qualifications and 
occupational experi- 
ence, went into the 
family category, and 
15 percent were 
refugees. 

After India, China 
(30,260) came sec- 
ond to Canada, 


which is only 9 per 
cent (25 percent of 
India). 

Nigeria (12,595), 
the United States 
(10,800), Pakistan 
(10,790), Syria 
(10,120), Eritrea 
(7,025), South Korea 
(6,110) and Iran 
(6,055) are the top 
ten countries with 
published immigra- 
tion rates. 

Last year, with the 
largest number of 
immigrants arriving 
in Canada, most of 
the immigrants 
chose Ontario (45 
per cent) to live in. 

In Peel Region, 
census figures pub- 
lished in 2016 indi- 
cated that 35.5 per 
cent of the region’s 
were Indian, with 
51.5 per cent of the 
region’s total popu- 
lation being immi- 
grants. 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
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Bolton business fined $65,000 after 
worker injury 


A Bolton-based 
metal fabrication 
company has been 
fined $65,000 
after an industrial 
accident that took 
place in 2018. 

4-Way Metal 
Fabricators Ltd., 
which has an of- 
fice located on 
Parr Boulevard in 
Bolton, was given 
the fine on Feb. 24 
after a trial in 
Caledon court. 

The incident 
took place on Nov. 
13, 2018, when a 
worker who was 
placed at 4-Way 
Metal throgugh an 
employment 
agency was work- 
ing at an un- 


guarded punch 
press machine. 
The worker had 
not been employed 
by 4-Way Metal 
for a_ significant 
amount of time 
prior to the inci- 
dent. 

While working at 
the press, the 
worker’s hand be- 
come trapped 
under the ram of 
the punch press 
and injured. 

A subsequent in- 
vestigation found 
that 4-Way Metal 
had contravened a 
regulation that re- 
quires that an in- 
running nip 
hazard or any part 
of a machine, de- 


vice or thing that 
may endanger the 
safety of any 
worker, be 
equipped with and 
guarded by a 
guard or other de- 
vice that prevents 
access to the pinch 
point. 

4-Way Metal 
pled guilty to the 
charge in Caledon 
court, and was 
fined $65,000 by 
Justice Stephen 
Budaci. 

A 25-per-cent 
victim fine sur- 
charge was also 
given against 4- 
Way Metal, as re- 


quired by’ the 
Provincial Of- 


fences Act. 


caledon.ca/transit 
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ree in — Location: Suite 138, 75 Watline Avenue, Mississauga 
b ech, Contact: Jamal Brooks - 647-327-3999 or 
pt “fl: Sheryll Smith - 416-579-1646 
: & sheryll.smith@npowercanada.ca 
[a] is ie a, www.npowercanada.ca/youth 
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News BUSINESS 


RIC Centre makes the move to downtown Brampton 


The Innovation Dis- 
trict just got a bit big- 
ger. 

Brampton council an- 
nounced on Feb. 28 
that it will boost the 
city's Innovation Dis- 
trict, located in the 
downtown core, with 
funding to help support 
the relocation of the 
Research Innovation 
Commercialization 
(RIC) Centre to the 


area. 


The move brings the 
RIC Centre a total of 
$300,000 ($100,000 
each year) to support 
their relocation to the 
city's downtown core, 
placing it on George 
Street, near the Bramp- 
ton Entrepreneur Cen- 
tre and major 
entrepreneurship, tech 
and cybersecurity pro- 
grams. 

The city has worked 
extensively with the 


Research 


Innovation 
g (0 merce 


RIC Centre in the past, 
and have a long-stand- 
ing positive relation- 
ship with them, said 


Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown earlier 
this month. "We are 


thrilled to partner with 
them as we evolve our 
innovation ecosystem," 
said Brown. "Together 
with them and our 
other partners, we are 
building a robust Inno- 
vation District, which 


will allow us to support 
our entrepreneurs and 
businesses in every 
stage of their journey.” 

The centre, which 
will open its doors next 
month, will offer a vari- 
ety of technology incu- 
bator programs 


focused on clean tech, 
advanced manufactur- 
ing, hardware and soft- 
ware startups. It will 
also provide business 
startup services and ac- 


cess to incubator space 
to entrepreneurs, start- 
ups and mature tech 
companies wanting to 
kick-start their growth 
and get their business 
to market faster. 

The city’s Economic 
Development team has 
worked closely with the 
RIC Centre for many 
years, collaborating on 
initiatives that support 
innovation and entre- 
preneurial networks in 
Brampton. Over the 
last four years, the RIC 
Centre has helped over 
600 active clients raise 
$110 million in fund- 
ing, generate $97 mil- 
lion in revenue and 
create 1,642 jobs. 

“We are thrilled to be 
moving to Brampton," 
said RIC Centre execu- 
tive director Pam 
Banks. "We have built 
an excellent relation- 
ship with Brampton in 
our work with them 
over the past few years, 
and we are excited 
about our many new 
opportunities as we get 
established in our new 
location. Downtown 
Brampton has a great 
energy — a heartbeat — 
and we are excited to 


become a part of the in- 
novation ecosystem 
that is thriving there.” 

The addition of the 
RIC Centre to the city’s 
Innovation _ District 
comes on the heels of 
announcements of Ry- 
erson’s Innovation 
Zone and Canada’s first 
Cybersecurity Accelera- 
tor, the latter of which 
will open this spring 
and support Canada’s 
cybersecurity ecosys- 
tem by providing Cana- 
dian scale-up 
companies in cyberse- 
curity and related fields 
the tools needed to 
grow and succeed na- 
tionally and interna- 
tionally. 

The Ryerson-led 
Brampton Innovation 
Zone is modelled after 
and connected to Ryer- 
son University’s world- 
recognized Zone 
network. It is designed 
to bring people to- 
gether to brainstorm, 
kick-start projects, and 
help take startups from 
early-stage incubated 
companies to estab- 
lished thriving busi- 
nesses, and is set to 
open by summer. 


Mississauga boosts feral cat trap program 


It’s not a cat-astro- 
phe. 

Improvements 
have been put in 
place to enhance the 
city’s trap-neuter- 
release program for 
feral cats, city coun- 
cillors decided in 
late February during 
their regular general 
committee meeting. 

The Trap Neuter 
Return Management 
(TNRM) program. 
helps manage the 
feral cat population 
(unowned domestic 
outdoors cats that 
avoid human con- 
tact), improves their 
well-being and pro- 
vides support to 
feral cat colony op- 
erators. 

“Our TNRM pro- 
gram has been help- 
ful in managing the 
feral cat popula- 
tion,” said Jay 
Smith, Manager, 
Animal _ Services. 
“Over the last ten 
years, we've seen 


significant improve- 
ments in the save- 
rate of domestic 
animals, including 
feral cats, by 90 per 
cent and a decrease 
in the number of eu- 
thanized animals by 
96 per cent — thanks 
in large part to the 
TNRM program.” 
Mississauga Ani- 
mal Services support 
a number of colony 
operators who trap 
feral cats for the 
purpose of spay- 
ing/neutering and 
releasing them. 
Some of the sup- 
port through the 
TNRM program in- 
cludes setting up 
traps and bait, 
transporting 
trapped feral cats to 
supporting — veteri- 
nary clinics for spay- 
ing/neutering and 
vaccination services, 
taking in youn 
and/or _ socialize 
feral cats for adop- 
tion and donating 


pet food and sup- 
plies. 

Smith added that 
the city is working 
closely with colony 
operators, the com- 
munity and_ local 
partners to better 
achieve the  pro- 
gram’s main objec- 
tives and goals. 

“We're dedicated 
to continue workin 
with them in an ef- 
fort to decrease the 
feral cat population, 
while ensuring their 
well-being.” 

Through consulta- 
tions with  stake- 
holders and_ the 
public, the City is 
making several im- 
provements to the 
program, including 
the establishment of 
a maximum of 60 
spay/neuter treat- 
ment areas annually, 
training for feral cat 
colony operators, 
additional shelter 
space and adoption 
services and a boost 


to education and 
awareness to the 
community around 
the program, includ- 
ing best practices. 
All colony opera- 
tors will also be en- 
couraged to apply 
and register for the 


pee in order to 
e exempt from spe- 
cific Animal Care 
and Control By- 
laws, as well as hav- 
ing access to 
additional services. 
The enhancements 
to the TNRM pro- 


ram were approved 
by Council on Mar. 
4. For more infor- 
mation about the 
program, visit mis- 
sissauga.ca/ani- 
malservices. 
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Boosting Beef Farmers in Dufferm-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


The film and tele- 
vision renaissance 
in Mississauga con- 
tinues unabated, as 
the city is welcom- 
ing a major studio's 
second office loca- 
tion. 

William F. White 
International will 
open its second 
Whites Studio loca- 
tion on Cantay Road 
early next year, fol- 
lowing the success 
of the first location, 
which opened in 
January of this year 
and features more 
than 150,000 
square feet of space 
across four sound- 
stages. 

The new location 
adds 151,000 square 
feet of space to the 
city's total studio 


square footage, 
bringing it to nearly 
900,000 square 
feet. 


The new studio is 
another boost to the 
city's profile, said 
Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie on 
Tuesday, referenc- 
ing the opening of 
the new studio dur- 


ing her annual State 
of the City address 
to the business com- 
munity. 

“We are quickly 
becoming known as 
Studio City North," 
said Crombie, who 
spoke about city 
revenue from film 
and television proj- 
ects doubling year- 
over-year from 2018 
through to 2019, 
and the new studios 
bringing more expo- 
sure to the city and 
its capabilities. 
“This investment 
will not only sup- 
port jobs and attract 
talent from coast to 
coast; it will also 
boost economic 
growth and further 
raise Mississauga’s 
profile in the film 
sector. Now home to 
six major film stu- 
dios, Mississauga is 
the ideal place for 
Canada’s film and 
television sector to 
thrive... our creative 
industry is on the 
rise.” 

The opening of 
Whites Studios 
brings the number 


of film and televi- 
sion studios in the 
city to six, with mul- 
tiple _ productions, 
including Holly- 
wood films, Cana- 
dian television 
series and more 
being filmed at var- 
ious sites through- 
out the city. 
Opening a second 
fit was a natural fit 
for Whites, said 
William F. White 
Internal co-chair- 
man Paul Bronfman 
last week. "There is 
a severe shortage of 
studio space in 


Toronto in particu- 


lar,” said Bronfman. 
“Our primary loca- 
tion (Whites Stu- 
dios Edwards Blvd.) 
is already booked 
solid, and our 
clients require addi- 
tional stages. To 
that end, weve 
doing our part to re- 
inforce the incre- 
mental business 
Toronto is gaining 
from both Canadian 
and American pro- 
ducers.” 

The studio is and 
will continue to be 
leaders in all green 
initiatives, said Rick 
Perrotto, vice-presi- 


dent of business de- 
velopment with 
Comweb_ Corpora- 
tion, which is the 
principal owner of 
William F. White 
International. 

"We want our foot 
print in Mississauga 
to be a healthy expe- 
rience for everyone 
involved and for the 


environment, and 
we look forward to 
participating in 


every aspect with 
the city," Perrotto 
told Peel Weekly 
News last year prior 
to the opening of 
the first location. 


The company 
would also like to 
give back to the 
community in spon- 
sorship and events 
where possible, and 
would like like to 
share the film mak- 
ing experience with 
the general public 
when they can, Per- 
rotto said in June of 
last year. 

Several major tele- 
vision hits, such as 
Star Trek Discovery, 
The  Handmaid’s 
Tale, The Umbrella 
Academy and more 
have been filmed in 
the city. 


Route changes coming p 


to MiWay 


Yard waste collec- 
tion begins week of 
March 9 across the 
Region 


BRAMPTON, ON 
(March 2, 2020) — 


Residents in the cities 
of Brampton and 
Mississauga and 


urban areas in the 
Town of Caledon are 
advised that yard 
waste collection 
starts the week of 
Monday, March 9, 
2020. Residents in 
rural areas of Cale- 
don will have their 
yard waste picked up 
on designated Fri- 
days. 


Residents can check 
their collection calen- 
dar to find their pick- 
up day. You can also 
sign up to receive free 
weekly waste  re- 
minders at peelre- 
gion.ca/waste/remin 
ders. 


Residents are re- 
minded that the Re- 


gion of Peel no longer 
accepts grass clip- 
pings at the curb or at 
Community  Recy- 
cling Centres. Resi- 
dents can grasscycle 
by leaving clippings 
on the lawn after 
mowing to_ break 
down naturally after 
a few days. The bene- 
fits to leaving grass 
clippings on your 
lawn is it acts as nat- 
ural fertilizer, re- 
duces frequency of 
watering, and can 
save time and money. 
For tips, benefits and 
myths about grasscy- 
cling, check peelre- 
gion.ca/waste. 


Residents in the 
Canadian Food In- 
spection Agency 
Asian Long Horned 
Beetle quarantined 
area of Malton can- 
not move any yard 
waste, nursery stock, 
trees, logs, lumber, 
wood, wood chips 
and bark chips out of 
the restricted area. If 


Big wins and quick 
response times were 
the points of interest 
last week, as Peel Re- 
gional Police touted 
the success of their 
newly-deployed Mo- 
bile Crisis Rapid Re- 
sponse Team 
(MCRRT), in collabo- 
ration with the Cana- 
dian Mental Health 
Association (CMHA) - 
Peel Dufferin, during 


a press conference 


hosted last week. 

The new unit, which 
was launched earlier 
this month, esponds 
to calls for service 
where mental health 
concerns and/or 
crises are identified. 

The unit was 
formed in response to 
the rise in mental 
health-related occur- 
rences over the past 
several years. 

In 2015, Peel Re- 


Photo Courtesy of Peel 
Police 


gional Police had 
4, 488 pone aDEE 

hended under 
Mental Health nee 
and the numbers 
climbed significantly, 
to 5,796 in 20109. It is 
estimated that in 
2017, the force spent 
$1,794,000 in police 
salaries waiting in 
emergency rooms 
with apprehended in- 
dividuals. 

With the birth of the 


eel Police launch new rapid response team 


MCRRT teams, Peel 
Police hope to divert 
patients from emer- 
gency rooms to en- 
sure that they receive 
the most appropriate 
services they need, at 
that particular time. 

“The care and well- 
being of all citizens in 
the region of Peel is 
our number one pri- 
ority,” said Peel Po- 
lice Chief Nishan 
Duraiappah, who was 
on-hand to celebrate 
the launch last week 
at Peel Police Head- 
quarters in Bramp- 
ton. 

“The inception of 
the MCRRT teams en- 
sures that the pa- 
tients, family and 
friends can have a 
better piece of mind 
that their loved ones 
will be cared for in a 
timely and profes- 
sional manner’. 

The MCRRT officers 
who will be teamed 
up with a Mental 
Health professionals 
will have the knowl- 
edge, training or skills 
to properly assess 
each situation that 
they encounter. 


Recently, Minister 
of Economic Devel- 
opment, Job Cre- 
ation and Trade Vic 
Fedeli spoke to the 
Toronto Region 
Board of Trade, reit- 
erating our govern- 
ment’s commitment 
on being open for 
business while shar- 
ing the importance of 
Ontario’s trade strat- 
egy in creating new 
jobs in communities 
across the province. 

Minister  Fedeli’s 
message was clear 
and encouraging 
with respect to the 
province’s economic 
fortunes under the 
leadership of our 
government. 

Ontario is leading 
the nation in job cre- 
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ation, with over 
300,000 jobs created 
in Ontario since our 
government was 
elected in June 2018. 

This is a made-in- 
Ontario success story 
and speaks to the 
tremendous efforts 
we have made to cre- 
ate a business envi- 
ronment that enables 
Ontario to compete 
for jobs and invest- 
ment in the global 
market. 

For example, of all 
new jobs created in 
Canada during this 
time, three out of 
every four were cre- 
ated right here in the 
province of Ontario. 

Our province has 
also created more 
jobs than Michigan, 


—e- 


New York and Cali- 
fornia combined. 

This success story 
did not happen by ac- 
cident. Rather, it has 
come from our gov- 
ernment’s work to 
create an environ- 
ment that is open for 
business and jobs. 

For example, we 
have reduced the cost 
of doing business in 
Ontario by $5 billion 
last year and $5.4 bil- 
lion this year. In ad- 
dition, we _ have 
removed red tape 
and reduced the reg- 
ulatory burden faced 

businesses 

through a number of 
red-tape reduction 
bills passed by the 
Legislature. 

As Minister Fedeli 
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Ontario Leading the Nation in Job Creation 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


noted, we want to 
build on this mo- 
mentum and maxi- 
mize our trade 
advantage. 

To compete and 
win on the world 
stage, Ontario has to 
help businesses un- 
lock new economic 
opportunities. Our 
trade strategy will 
focus on three trade 
areas: interprovin- 
cial, right across 
Canada; into the US; 
and all across the 
world. 

This new strategy is 
an exciting new 
chapter for Ontario 
as we continue to 
create the climate for 
job creation. 

Creating an envi- 
ronment for job cre- 


ation involves some 
creative thinking. For 
example, with sup- 
port from the Minis- 
ter of Heritage, 
Sport, Tourism, and 
Cultural Industries 
Lisa MacLeod’s Film 
and Television Advi- 
sory Panel, former 
GM _ workers are 
being offered  re- 
training to transfer 
their skills to a pro- 
duction set to sup- 
port Ontario’s 
thriving film and tel- 
evision industry. 

Our strategy is al- 
ready seeing results, 
but work is far from 
complete. We _ will 
continue in our mis- 
sion to create an en- 
vironment where 
business can flourish 


and create good jobs, 
and Ontario compete 
on the world stage. 

This will include 
further legislation to 
reduce burdensome 
and duplicative red- 
tape across all of gov- 
ernment, and 
continued work by 
Minister Fedeli to 
promote Ontario as a 
hub for good jobs 
and investment both 
across Canada and 
internationally. 

To learn more 
about how our open 
for business  ap- 
proach is creating an 
environment for job 
creation and trade 
investment, visit 
sylviajonesmpp.ca or 
call my office at 1- 
800-265-1603. 


Caledon Business Profile - 
Higher Ground Café 


The following is a 
recent interview 
hosted with Bev and 
Drew Marshall, who 
shared their story of 
owning Higher 
Ground Café in 
Belfountain, working 
and enjoying life in 
the Caledon commu- 


nity. 


Q) Describe your 
business. 
Bev: Higher 


Ground is a café, a 
meeting place, a des- 
tination. We = serve 
coffee, tea, baked 
goods, sandwiches, 
soups and fresh sal- 
ads in the warmer 
months. 

I'd say about 75 per 
cent of our baking is 
done in house — 
cakes, cookies, butter 
tarts, but some things 
it just makes sense to 
bring in. 

We care about the 
environment, so we 
serve fair trade coffee, 
and use fettuccine 
pasta as stir sticks. 

In the summer we 
do ice cream, hot dogs 
and burgers, for the 
thousands of tourists 
that come through. 
We have a lot of cy- 
clists, hikers and day- 
trippers in the 
warmer weather. 

It’s a fantastic spot 
at this time of year 


[winter] for locals to 
come and bring their 
laptop get some work 
done or have a little 
meeting or meet 
some friends. It’s nice 
and quiet compared 
to the hubbub of the 
summer. 

Q) It must be chal- 
lenging having your 
customer base change 
so drastically over the 
year. 

Bev: It is. At this 
time of year [winter], 
we're down to maybe 
30 per cent of our 
overall customers. 
From the long week- 
end in May until the 
fall leaves come down 
we are slammed, but 
this time of year it’s 
mostly locals. 

Our business is 
weather-related, so 
during the “busy” 
months, if it rains, we 
have a lot fewer peo- 
ple coming through. 

I think the local 
community likes the 
quieter time of year, 
but for us, we know 
we wouldn’t be here 
without the tourists. 

Q) How do you like 
working together? 

Drew: We struggle 
working together too 
much. So, we don’t 
work together too 
much. We both have 
strong personalities. 

I don't do a lot with 


the café, but I do or- 
ganize our monthly 
concert series. Be- 
cause of my contacts 
in the industry I know 
a lot of recording 
artists, it helps. It’s an 
opportunity for the 
locals to come out and 
enjoy some great mu- 
sicians in our little 
venue. 

Q)How are you 
changing or growing 
the business? 

Bev: The business 
was working before 
we bought it, so I 
haven’t changed a lot 
with the food except 
adding some gluten- 
free options. We will 
evolve into some 
healthier choices and 
cater to different pal- 
lets as we mature in 
the business. We have 
quite a diverse cus- 
tomer base. 

Q) What is the best 
business advice you 
could give? 

Bev: You can have 
all the drive and 
charisma, but it does- 
n't necessarily trans- 
late into sales and 
owning a small busi- 
ness is not going to 
make you rich. If you 
don’t love what you're 
doing it’s not worth it. 


Higher Ground Café 
is located at 17277 Old 
Main, in Belfountain. 


Sport Clips opens new location in 


Bolton 


_ Sport Clips Haircuts 
is now open in 
Bolton, and owner 
Rob Porporino to talk 
about his barbershop. 


Q) Tell us 
your business. 

Rob: Sport Clips is 
a sport-oriented bar- 
bershop for everyone. 
This is a franchise 
,and Bolton is the 
47th store in Canada. 
There are over 1,800 
stores in the US. 

Our MVP is our sig- 
nature haircut. 
Clients are greeted 
with an enthusiastic 
welcome. Each client 
receives a consulta- 
tion with their stylist 
and then are sham- 
pooed in a massage 
chair after their hair- 
cut. Then clients are 
treated to an old 
school hot towel re- 
laxation to finish 
their cut with a 
styling. During this 
whole experience you 
get to watch a great 
hockey game, basket- 


about 


—e- 


ball game, football 
game or whatever is 
playing on our big 
screen TV's. 

All of our stylists 
are kid-friendly and 
we really try to make 
it a whole family ex- 
perience. We _ cur- 
rently employ 12 
stylists and we are 
open seven days 
week. 

Q) How did you get 
into this business? 

Rob: I was a client 
who always enjoyed 
the services. Going to 
Sport Clips with my 
three boys I was very 
curious and _inter- 
ested in the business 
model. Both my wife 
Sabrina and I did our 
research and we de- 
cided to take the 
jump and become a 
franchisee. This is 
now our second store 
with our first one 
being in Vaughan. 

Q) Why did you lo- 
cate in Bolton? 

Rob: Bolton was the 
perfect location for 


aI 


our business. It's ex- 
actly the type of com- 
munity we want to be 
part of. It's a growing 
family-oriented com- 
munity that has the 
demographics to fit 
our business model. 
We are also heavily 
involved in the com- 
munity sport teams 
and sponsorships. We 
like to be active in 
kids sports and are 
hoping to become a 


well-known in the 
community. 
Q) What’s your 


favourite thing to do 
in Caledon? 

Rob: I have three 
teenage sons and a 
daughter, and all of 
them love to skate 
and play hockey. We 
love Teen Ranch in 
Caledon and have at- 
tended many summer 
camps and various 
events. It's a family 
favorite! 

Sport Clips is lo- 
cated at 12788 Hwy 
50, in Bolton. 
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Naveed Mohammed named as new Osler president 


Long-time William 
Osler Health System 
physician and leader, 
Dr. Naveed Moham- 
mad, has been named 
as the organization’s 
President and Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer, the 
company announced 
late last month. 

The announcement 
comes as a result of a 
comprehensive search 
spanning the last five 
months. 

Dr. Mohammad has 
been with Osler since 
1997, beginning as an 
emergency physician at 
Etobicoke General 
Hospital. 

He has held a num- 
ber of progressively 
senior leadership roles 
since that time, includ- 
ing that of Osler’s Chief 
of Emergency Services 
in 2006 and Osler’s 
first Vice-President, 
Medical Affairs in 
2012. Most recently, 
Dr. Mohammad _ has 


been Osler’s Executive 
Vice-President, Qual- 
ity, Medical and Aca- 
demic Affairs where he 
has helped strengthen 
quality of care and pa- 
tient experience across 
the hospital’s three 
sites. 

“We're thrilled Dr. 
Mohammad will be 
leading this organiza- 
tion and bringing his 
extensive experience as 
a leader and physician 
to the role of President 
and CEO,” said Osler 
board chair Jane Mc- 
Mullan. “Many oppor- 
tunities lie ahead as the 
organization continues 
to build and enhance 
partnerships __ locally 
and provincially to bet- 
ter meet the needs of 
the community. Dr. 
Mohammad’s passion 
for high quality, pa- 
tient-centred care and 
his strong leadership 
perfectly position him 
to take on this impor- 


tant work and lead the 
organization confi- 
dently into the future.” 
Also a_ respected 
leader outside of 
Osler’s walls, Dr. Mo- 
hammad has held key 
leadership roles 
provincially, including 
as Lead of Emergency 
Medicine for the Cen- 
tral West Local Health 
Integration Network, 
as a member of the On- 
tario Hospital Associa- 
tion’s (OHA) Physician 
Provincial Leadership 
Council, and as a physi- 
cian Accreditor with 
Accreditation Canada — 
a role he has held for 
the past seven years. 
Dr. Mohammad 
holds a Bachelor in Bio- 
chemistry and Microbi- 
ology from the 
University of Toronto, 
received his medical 
degree from the Uni- 
versity of Ottawa, and 
completed his resi- 
dency in family medi- 


cine and emergency 
certification at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto. 

He is also slated to 
complete a Global Ex- 
ecutive Masters of 
Business Administra- 
tion (MBA) in Health 
Care and Life Sciences 
from the Rotman 
School of Management 
at University of 
Toronto in Apr. 2020. 

“lm honoured to 
have the opportunity to 
lead the organization 
and support our skilled 
and compassionate 
team of staff, physi- 
cians, and volunteers 
as we continue to go 
beyond to deliver on 
Osler’s Vision of pati- 
entinspired health care 
without boundaries,” 
said Dr. Mohammad. 

“T’m deeply commit- 
ted to advancing 
Osler’s culture of pa- 
tient safety and quality, 
and look forward to 
working across the or- 


ganization, and with 
partners across the re- 
gion, to elevate the pa- 
tient experience for the 
community we serve.” 
Dr. Frank Martino, 


4 
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interim President and 
CEO, will continue to 
lead the organization 
until Dr. Mohammad 
assumes the role on 
Apr. 14, 2020. 


Mental Healing - are fasting and prayers the answer? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


There is nothin 
like fasting an 
prayers that can 
help mental heal- 
ing. 
I am writing this 
article from first 
hand experiences 
and with my own 
theories. There is a 
religious aspect to 
them, but I am writ- 
ing more from a 
layman's point of 
view and a very easy 
way to comprehend 
that will make more 
sense for agree- 
ment. 

As always, after a 
long winter, spring 
is coming soon. 
Spring is the time to 
clean not only in 
the house, garden, 
closet and_ base- 
ment but also 
cleansing of your 
mind and body has 
to be done as well. 
After the long dark 
and depressing 
days of winter, 
spring is coming 
and coming fast. 

We should think 
of how we can im- 
prove our body’s 
health and mind 
and to engage into 
sport activities, take 
some yoga classes, 
check the local 
communities for 
physical activities 


programs and do 
some meditation. 

In addition, we 
should also do fast- 
ing during the 
spring time to pu- 
rify our body and 
mind. 

I fast from Mar. 2 
- 20. I fast for 19 
days from sunrise 
to sunset and do 
not eat or drink be- 
tween that time. I 
start the fast with a 


prayer. 
Now, that gives 
my body a rest after 


a whole year of 
abusing it with all 
kinds of foods. It 
gives my body a 
chance to pause, 
rest and meditate 
itself for purity. 

I do feel that 
transformation in 
my body. Not to 
mention I _ lose 
weight too. I lost 
about five to six 
pounds of weight 
during my recent 
fasting. 

Science and medi- 
cine explains that 
during our sleep at 
night, our entire 
body goes into a pu- 
rification mode. It 
regulates our body 
temperature, blood 
pressure, salt in our 
blood, muscle re- 
pair, memory con- 


solidation and a re- 
lease of hormones 


for regulating 
growth and_=ap- 
petite. 


On average, it is 
suggested that we 
must get at least 
seven to eight hours 
of sleep every day. 

If we cut short on 
the sleeping hours, 
then our body does 
not have the chance 
to complete all 
those processes. 

Hence, we cannot 
function properly 
during the day if we 
are hyper, irritated, 
cannot drive prop- 
erly or cannot con- 
centrate on our 


jobs. 


Therefore, out of 
twenty-four hours 
in a day, we should 
sleep at least an av- 
erage of seven 
hours for our body 
to carry out all the 
above processes. 

Hence, it is logical 
to theorise that out 
of three hundred 
and sixty-five days 
in a year, we should 
give our body at 
least some days to 
rest from its daily 
activities of digest- 
ing our foods and 
drinks. This I call 
fasting. 

In some cultures, 


fasting is done at 
different times. 
Some do it in sum- 
mer time, others in 
the winter time and 
still others do it on 
Fridays or Mon- 
days. 

I like to do it just 
before spring starts. 
Why? Because all 
winter, we stay in- 
side and we indulge 
on foods’ every 
which way we can. 
It goes without say- 
ing that all the holi- 
days when we really 
have no chance to 
avoid foods fall in 
the winter, namely, 
Halloween, Christ- 
mas and New-year. 

It is very hard 
and, in some cases, 
extremely impossi- 
ble or more difficult 
to stay way from 
food and _ drinks 
during those holi- 
days. 

Hence it is most 
appropriate to do 
fasting just before 
the spring starts. 
Just as we do spring 
cleaning in and 
around the house, I 
choose to do body 
cleansing during 
that time. 

It gives a rest to 
our body and mind. 
Together with 
prayers it helps our 
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body and internal 
organs to have a 
pause from the rig- 
orous activities of 
digesting the foods. 

It is logical to con- 
clude that if the 
body is not healthy 
then the mind is not 
healthy either. If 
the body is in pain 
then the mind or 
brain has the dou- 
ble task of manag- 
ing the pain while 
keeping up with the 
regular activities of 
the body. 

Hence, if we keep 
our body healthy 
then the mind or 
brain has only the 
task to carry out the 
regular activities of 
the body. By fasting 
we can help our 
body to perform the 
following functions: 

Detoxification: 
When the _ body 
does not have food 
to consume it draws 
energy from fatty 
deposits and hence 
eradicates chemi- 
cals through the or- 
gans. 

Effective 
Chemotherapy: a 
change in the level 
of glucose during 
fasting becomes ef- 
fective in assisting 
chemotherapy 
against tumors. 


Combats Obesity: 
You do lose weight 
during proper fast- 
ing. 

Speeds Up Heal- 
ing: When food is 
not in the stomach 
it gives body a 
chance to concen- 
trate on other vital 
functions like meta- 
bolic activity and 
the immune sys- 
tem. 

Releases Growth 
Hormones: The 
production of 
growth hormones is 
increased during 
fasting which in 
turn helps in the 
growth and produc- 
tion of body cells. 

Above all, studies 
have shown that the 
reason that Japan- 
ese live longer and 
healthier is because 
they eat only eighty 
percent stomach ca- 
pacity compared to 
North America 
where we over feed 
ourselves. We have 
everything in 
jumbo: jumbo fries, 
coke, burgers and 
wings. 

All of the above 
benefits eventual 
translate into a 
healthy mind, men- 
tal healing and 
hence excellent 
mental health. 
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Ski Day raises os for local ‘hospitals 


There was fresh, 
powdered snow for 
skiers and snow- 
boarders who en- 
joyed a day on the 
slopes this past 
weekend at Caledon 
Ski Club, as William 
Osler Health System 
Foundation  cele- 
brated the 12th an- 
nual Ski Day. 

The annual event 
attracted over 180 
winter sports enthu- 
siasts, who together 
raised $83,000 to 
help purchase 
equipment and fund 
redevelopment 
projects at the 
health system’s 
three hospitals, in- 
cluding Brampton 
Civic and Peel Me- 
morial Centre. 

“The — incredible 
support of our Ski 
Day participants, 
sponsors and volun- 
teers brings true 
warmth during our 
cold winter,” said 
Ken Mayhew, Presi- 
dent and CEO, Osler 
Foundation. “We 
look forward to this 
event every year and 
we re extremely 
grateful for those 
who came out to 
enjoy the day with 


us and made it such 
a great success.’ 

The day was full of 
food and fun, begin- 
ning with a deli- 
cious breakfast, 
followed by lunch, 
ski and snowboard 
lessons, snowshoe- 
ing and an aprés-ski 
reception sponsored 
by Druxy’s & J Red 
Co 


The year’s top 
pledge earner, Reg 
Ewles, from Penhall 


Company was 
awarded the Jim 
Kennedy Top 


Fundraiser award 
commemorating the 
late Jim Kennedy, 
an avid _ skier, 
fundraiser for Osler, 
dedicated volunteer 
and co-chair of Ski 
Day for more than 
seven years. 

“We’re proud to 
support exceptional 
health care in our 
community, and a 
fun day on the 
slopes is an espe- 
cially great way to 
make a real differ- 
ence,” said Darren 


Steedman, Vice 
President of title 
sponsor DG Group. 


Photos Courtesy 9 O 
Williarn Osler HED 


Charity hockey game raises needed funds 


rT, ee ‘ws i be ewe 


Members of Peel 
Regional Police 
laced up their skates 
last week to partici- 
pate in a charity 
hockey tournament 
hosted by Peel Crime 
Stoppers. 

With proceeds 
going to both Peel 
Crime Stoppers and 
Mission 500 
Canada, members of 
the force were joined 
by key community 
advocates and secu- 
rity industry part- 
Hire ' for ies 

n-filled match-u 
in the fifth cumual 
Hockey Classic. 

For nearly 13 
years, Mission 500, 
a strictly non-profit 
organization, has 
worked with the se- 


curity industry at 
helping children in 
need worldwide. By 
providing food, 
clothing and educa- 
tion to the most vul- 
nerable members in 
communities facing 
crisis around the 
globe, they have 
made a significant 
difference in their 
lives. 

This year, Peel 
Crime Stoppers col- 
laborated with Mis- 
sion 500 Canada to 
host this year’s char- 
ity hockey tourna- 
ment, and_ raised 
$14,000 dollars for 
the cause. 


(Photos Courtesy 
of Peel Police) 
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Historic Caledon course gets new leadership 


A Caledon golf 
course with a storied 
history is now under 
new management. 

Caledon __invest- 
ment firm Longridge 
Partners has entered 
into an agreement to 
acquire the Devil's 
Pulpit Golf Associa- 
tion (DPGA), one of 
the country’s top- 
ranked golf courses. 

The purchase, 


be completed in 
April, was made on 
behalf of a member- 
based group, the in- 
vestment firm said 
Tuesday. Included in 
the group are John 
Clark, Chairman, 
and Mackenzie 
Crawford, President 
and COO of Lon- 
gridge. 

Longridge is an in- 
vestment and prop- 


erty management 


company with of- 
fices in Toronto and 
Caledon. 

The DPGA, a pri- 
vate club, operates 
two of the country's 
top-ranked olf 
courses, including 
the Devil's Pulpit, 
which opened for 
play in 1990, and the 
Devil's Paintbrush, 
which opened in 
1992. 


Longridge, which 


declared it is com- 
mitted to preserving 
the stature of the 
DPGA as one of the 
best providers of ex- 
cellent dual-course 
golf experiences in 
North America, said 
in a statement that 
they “will take ad- 
vantage of an oppor- 
tunity to expand the 


reputation and 
growth in services 


for members, em- 


chs ia OL Een 


ployees, and_ in- 
vestors.” 

Longridge, which 
was founded in 
Toronto, has a large 
majority of their 
managed land port- 
folio located in the 


Greater Toronto 
Area. 
The investment 


firm provides man- 
agement services on 
behalf of  institu- 
tional and high net 


a ee 


worth investors with 
their expertise lying 
in identifying prop- 
erties suitable for in- 
vestment with their 
partners, deal struc- 
turing, and manag- 
ing the carrying 
responsibilities and 
property manage- 
ment services on be- 
half of their 
investors. 


‘the Credits” 


Nominations 
Now Open 


Nets Take Down 
Raptors 905 


The Long Island 
Nets (17-21) de- 
feated the Raptors 
905 (18-21) 118-111 
Sunday afternoon 
at NYCB LIVE. 

Raptors forward 
Paul Watson fin- 
ished the contest 
with a game-high 
34 points on 12-of- 
22 shooting from 
the field, 5-of-11 
shooting from  3- 
point range and 3- 
of-3 shooting from 
the charity stripe to 
go along with four 
rebounds, two 
steals and two 
blocks in 37 min- 
utes of action. Rap- 
tors 905 guard Matt 
Morgan provided 
clutch scoring off 
the bench, finishing 
with 21 points on 7- 
of-12 shooting from 
the field and 4-of-4 
shooting from the 
free-throw line 
while adding four 
rebounds and two 
assists in 38 min- 
utes of play. 

The Raptors came 
out swinging in the 
opening quarter, 


outscoring the Nets 
13-7 through 4:33 
of the first. Long Is- 
land, however, went 
on a 23-12 run over 
the remainder of 
the quarter, taking 
a 30-25 lead into 
the second. 

The 905 came out 
looking to fight 
their way back into 
the game in the 
third, getting to 
within (ieee points 
of Long Island with 
2:20 left to play in 
the quarter. Follow. 
ing a late basket by 
the Raptors, the 
two teams entered 
the final quarter 
tied at 84. 

The two teams 
came out in the 
fourth hungry for a 
victory, remaining 
tied with 8:10 left 
to play in the game. 

A 16-5 run by the 
Nets over the ensu- 
ing 2:56 of play 

roved to be the 

ifference as Long 
Island closed out 
the game with a 
118-111 victory. 


David Vallorani 
scored his team-leading 
27th of the season but 
the Brampton Beast fell 
4-2 against the Worces- 
ter Railers on Friday 
night. 

The Brampton Beast 
hit the road for a date 
against their North Divi- 
sion rivals, the Worces- 
ter Railers, on Friday 
night. The Beast were 
aiming to break their 
two-game losing skid 
entering the contest. 

The Railers struck first 
on Friday night with a 
goal from Drew Callin. 
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The Beast gave up a 
two-on-one rush and 
Callin found twine with 
a shot over Alex 
Dubeau’s glove at 5:34. 

That would be all the 
scoring in the first, as 
Jakub Skarek would 
stop all 13 Brampton 
shots he faced in the 
first period. 

The Beast headed to 
the locker room down 1- 
o after 20 and tied in 
shots with 13 apiece. 

Worcester would find 
twine again in the mid- 
dle frame, this time off 
the stick of Ryan Mack- 


innon. The defenseman 
made it 2-0 Railers at 
8:51. 

Shortly after that, it 
was Brampton’s turn to 
score. David Pacan went 
in with David Vallorani 
on a two-on-one. Skarek 
made the initial save but 
Pacan sent the loose 
puck across the crease 
and Vallorani banged it 
home to pull Brampton 
within one at 10:08. 

The Railers fired right 
back and restored their 
two-goal lead with a 
goal from Cody Payne. 
The forward snuck be- 
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Railers Top Beast in North Division Matchup 


hind the Beast defense 
and sent the puck into 
the ent at 10:21. 

Brampton trailed 3-1 
after 40 minutes of play 
but would lead in shots 
27-26 after 40 minutes 
of play. 

The third period 
brought the Beast back 
within one with a goal 
from Jackson Leef. With 
the Beast on the power 
play, Lindsay Sparks 
threw the puck through 
the crease and onto the 
stick of Leef. 

He banged it home to 
make it 3-2 at 16:52 of 


the final frame. The 
Beast were then given 
another chance on the 
man advantage but it 
ended up in a short 
handed goal against 
from Barry Almeida. 

That gave the Railers a 
4-2 advantage at 17:39. 
They would hang tight 
the rest of the period 
and take the game by a 
score of 4-2 on Friday 
night. 

Dubeau would be 
credited with the loss 
and would end the con- 
test with 32 saves. 
Skarek took the win and 
made 37 saves over the 
course of 60 minutes. 

The Beast ended the 
night one-for-five on the 
man advantage. 
Worcester was scoreless 
in three attempts. 

In other news, the 
Beast have acquired 
goaltender Jamie 
Phillips from the Cincin- 
nati Cyclones in ex- 
change for future 
considerations. 

Phillips, 26, is a for- 
mer seventh round draft 
pick of the Winnipeg 
Jets and was selected 
igoth overall in the 
2012 NHL Entry Draft. 

The native of Caledo- 
nia, Ontario, Phillips 
has split the year be- 
tween the Coventry 
Blaze of the EIHL and 
the Cincinnati Cyclones 
of the ECHL. 

He’s suited up in 
seven games this season 
for the Cyclones and has 


arecord of 4-3-0-0 with 
a goals-against average 
of 3.18 and a save per- 
centage of 0.882. 

The netminder also 
boasts a fair bit of Amer- 
ican Hockey League ex- 
perience and has played 
in 27 games for the 
Manitoba Moose over 
his professional career. 
Besides Cincinnati, he’s 
also suited up for Tulsa, 
Jacksonville, Florida 
and Reading over his 
time in the ECHL. 

He also owns some 
ECHL accolades and 
was named October’s 
Goaltender of the 
Month during his time 
with the Tulsa Oilers in 
the 2016-17 season. 

Phillips also has some 
hardware from his 
NCAA days with Michi- 
gan Tech. He _ was 
named an NCAA 
(WCHA) First Team All- 
Star during his junior 
year in 2014-15. 

He then followed that 
up with three awards his 
senior year including 
NCAA (WCHA) All-Aca- 
demic Team, NCAA 
(WCHA) Outstanding 
Student-Athlete of the 
Year and NCAA 
(WCHA) Second All- 
Star Team member. 

Brampton is in Nor- 
folk over the Mar. 6-8 
weekend to take on the 
Admirals. Watch for ad- 
ditional coverage in Peel 
Weekly News. 


Steelheads Down The Wolves in Hard-Fought Win 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads travelled to 
Sudbury on Sunday to 
take on the Wolves in a 
key divisional matchup. 
It’s been a quiet week- 
end for the Fish, who 
are playing just one 
game due to the post- 
ponement of Friday 
night's home game 
against the Owen Sound 
Attack. 

Heading into the 
game, the Steelheads 
were sitting in 7th place 
in the Eastern Confer- 
ence, one point behind 
the 6th place Hamilton 
Bulldogs and five points 
behind the 5th place 
Barrie Colts. Missis- 
sauga would need a win 
in this game to keep 
their hopes of first place 
in the Central Division 
alive, as Sudbury had 
pulled ten points ahead 
in the standings. 

Intensity was high in 
the first period, as both 
teams came flying out of 
the gate with multiple 
scoring chances in the 
first ten minutes. 

After a physical start, 
the Steelheads had the 
first powerplay oppor- 


tunity as Macauley Car- 
son headed to the 
penalty box for tripping. 
Mississauga took full 
advantage, with Keean 
Washkurak finishing off 
a nice passing play on a 
4-on-1 rush to give the 


Steelheads an early 
lead. 
Just before the end of 


the first, Cole Schwindt 
burst into the zone 
around Sudbury’s de- 
fence and roofed a shot 
just under the crossbar 
on Weekes. The Fish 
headed into the inter- 
mission with a steady 2- 
o lead, after a highly 
physical start to the 
contest. 

Mississauga went to 
the powerplay early in 
the second, as Brad 
Chenier sat for hooking. 
Kai Edmonds made a 
miraculous glove save 
shorthanded on Quin- 
ton Byfield on a 2-on-o 
to keep the Fish lead at 
two. 

Sudbury was finally 
able to beat Edmonds, 
as Owen Robinson 
picked up the rebound 
on a chest high shot 
from Matej Pekar on 


Edmonds and wacked it 
home. Less than two 
minutes later, the 
Wolves were able to 
score on a strikingly 
similar goal as Chase 
Stillman picked up the 
rebound on a shot off 
the pads of Edmonds. 
All of a sudden, the 
Steelheads and Wolves 
were tied at two with 
plenty of time remain- 
ing in the contest. 
William _ Portokalis 
just missed on a perfect 
scoring opportunity in 
front of the net, nearly 
giving the Steelheads 
their lead back. It was 
then Cole Schwindt who 
found Keean Washku- 
rak on a 3-on-2, sniping 
glove side on Weekes 
for his second power- 
play goal of the game, as 
the Steelheads an- 
swered back to Sud- 
bury’s pair of goals 
quickly. Near the end of 
the second, Mississauga 
headed to the box for 
boarding, and_ the 
Wolves took advantage 
of the powerplay to 
again tie the game ona 
goal from Blake Mur- 
ray. Mississauga chal- 


lenged for goaltender 
interference, but after a 
lengthy review, the call 
on the play stood. Sud- 
bury battled back in the 
second scoring three 
goals, as both teams 
headed into the third 
deadlocked in a three- 
goal tie. 

The Steelheads and 
Wolves traded power- 
play opportunities to 
start the third, with nei- 
ther team being able to 
score. Intensity contin- 
ued to ramp throughout 
the third as both teams 
battled hard to find the 
go-ahead goal. 

With three minutes to 
go, the Steelheads 
headed to the penalty 
kill as they were called 
for a tripping penalty. 
Sudbury put immense 
pressure trying to find 
the winning goal, but 
Edmonds stood strong 
in net. 

Mississauga had one 
more scoring chance 
before the end of the pe- 
riod, but the sound of 
the buzzer signaled the 
end of regulation time. 

Keean Washkurak, 
Thomas Harley and Ole 
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Bjorgvik-Holm started 
overtime for the Steel- 
heads, while Quinton 
Byfield, Jack Thompson 
and Owen Robinson 
started overtime for the 
Wolves. Robinson had a 
great opportunity on a 
backhand shot in the 
slot on the first shift of 
the period, but he 
missed the net just 
wide. In the dying sec- 
onds of overtime, 
Richard Whittaker 
caught Sudbury sleep- 
ing and found Liam 
Ham cutting to the net, 
but he rang a shot off 
the crossbar. After a 
fantastic game of 
hockey, this game 
would need a shootout. 

Edmonds started the 
shootout with an easy 
stick save on Blake 
Murray. James Hardie 
shot first for the Steel- 
heads, going blocker 
side on Weekes for the 
first goal. 2020 NHL 
Draft eligible Quinton 
Byfield shot next for the 
Wolves, but Edmonds 
made a fantastic stick 


save to keep’ the 
shootout score 1-0. 
Schwindt shot next, 


beating Weekes but 
ringing the crossbar and 
out. It came down to 
Kai Edmonds vs Matej 
Pekar to decide the win- 
ner in this one. Pekar 
came down with speed, 
ripping a shot, but Ed- 
monds made a_ huge 
pad save to steal the vic- 
tory for the Steelheads 
on this Sunday after- 
noon. 

Florida Panthers draft 
pick Cole Schwindt led 
the way for the Fish, 
registering three points 
(1G, 2A), while St. Louis 
Blues draft pick Keean 
Washkurak scored two 
goals. With a Barrie 
Colts loss to the Peter- 
borough Petes, the 
Steelheads passed the 
Hamilton Bulldogs to 
move into sixth place in 
the Eastern Conference 
and now sit just three 
points behind Barrie for 
fifth. 

Mississauga will take 
to the ice for three 
games next week, start- 
ing with a Mar. 13 game 
at the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre against 
Cole Perfetti and the 
Saginaw Spirit. 
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Mandel leads laughs during hospital fundraising gala 


by Alex Gregory 

You can be more than 
a diagnosis. 

That was the message 
delivered by top mental 
health advocates this 
past weekend, as some 
of Mississauga's biggest 
fundraisers joined to- 
gether to make a differ- 
ence during the eighth 
annual Trillium Laugh 
Out Loud (LOL) Gala, 
hosted at the Toronto 
Congress Centre. 

The annual gala, 
hosted this year by 
Family Feud Canada 
host Gerry Dee and 
America's Got Talent 
host Howie Mandel, 
raised a staggering $1 


million dollars for 
mental health pro- 
grams operated 
through Trillium 
Health Partners in their 
three hospital 


branches. Guests were 
treated to an evening of 
fine dining and enter- 
tainment, with commu- 
nity advocates and 
health care profession- 
als coming together to 


raise much-needed 
funds for the programs. 

The hospitals saw 
more than 10,000 


emergency visits last 
year related to mental 
health, and more than 
97,000 patients use the 
health system's inpa- 
tient and outpatient 
services every year. 
Since starting the event 
in 2013, Trillium has 
seen the need for inclu- 
sive and _ supportive 
mental health services 
grow dramatically. 

A worldwide lowering 
of the stigma associ- 
ated with having a 
mental health issue has 


led to more people 
seeking the help they 
need, said Dr. Ian 
Dawe, Trillium's Med- 
ical Director of Medical 
Health and the event 
chairman for the gala. 

"(The) stigma in this 
community has gone 
down... it's brought 
people to services," said 
Dawe, who explained 
that the hospital has 
made progress in sev- 
eral key areas related to 
mental health, includ- 
ing suicide prevention, 
mental wellness and af- 
tercare programs. To 
that end, the health 
system received $3 mil- 
lion in provincial fund- 
ing last year to launch 
Project Now, an initia- 
tive that seeks to aim 
youth suicide in the 
community. Several 
million in community 
has been contributed to 
the program, which co- 
ordinate programs and 
care options for chil- 
dren, youth, and fami- 
lies, and support 
healing by building 
connections that pro- 
mote learning and un- 
derstanding about 
suicide. 

Dawe said that he 
hopes that youth sui- 
cide rates fall to zero in 
the future, but stressed 
that getting to that 
point requires aware- 
ness and support from 
all community sectors, 
and honest conversa- 
tions and actions from 
local leaders. "Suicide 
can not only be talked 
about... we can beat it," 
said Dawe. 

Funds raised by the 
event will also help 


support the renovation 
of the health system's 
Mental Health Adult 
Inpatient Unit, which 
will include additional 
beds and an added 
nursing station. 

For Mandel, a mental 
health advocate who 
has struggled with ob- 
sessive compulsive dis- 
order (OCD) for many 
years, events such as 
the LOL Gala fulfil an 
important role in the 
community. 

"We have to keep 
building it bigger and 
better," Mandel told 
Peel Weekly News be- 
fore the event, talking 
about the rise in sup- 
port for mental health 
initiatives. Mandel 
hosted the inaugural 
gala in 2013, and has 
helped support a vari- 
ety of initiatives focus- 
ing on mental wellness 
throughout the coun- 
try, including the an- 
nual Bell Let's Talk 
program. 

Still, Mandel says, 
there’s a “long road” to 
go in terms of bringing 
mental health services 
and programs to people 
across the country, and 
it’s important for indi- 
viduals to realize that 
they need to take care 
of their mental health 
in the same way they 
take care of other es- 
sential personal habits. 

“Mental health care is 
paramount for me, and 
paramount for the 
community,” said 
Mandel. “Everyone is 
fully engaged in this 
need throughout the 
city.” 
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Nominations now open for annual MARTY awards 


Dancers perform at the 2019 
MARTY Awards. (File Photo) 
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26 years young. 

Mississauga’s largest 
arts awards program 
kicks off again this 
year, with the annual 
Mississauga Arts 
Awards (MARTYs) set 
to return to the Mis- 
sissauga Convention 
Centre on Thursday, 
May 21. 

Nominations are 
open for the annual 
awards ceremony, 
which honours the 
city’s best upcoming 
and established artists 
- with plenty of fun 
and entertainment to 
enjoy as hundreds join 
together to celebrate 
the best in local cre- 


ativity, design, art and 
more. 

The event is the 
highlight of the arts 
industry in Missis- 
sauga, said Missis- 
sauga Arts Council 
executive director 
Mike Douglas. 

“The MARTYs are 
the celebration of cre- 
ative excellence across 
all art forms... when 
the top performances 
of the year are recog- 
nized and rewarded,” 
said Douglas. 

Last year, the MAR- 
TYs celebrated its 25th 
anniversary with a 
star-studded crowd 
with nominees and 


winners who _ have 
reached local, national 
and international suc- 
cess. 

Residents can be 
nominated for any of 
the nine arts cate- 
gories by visit the 
MARTYS nomination 
page online, check out 
the sample submis- 
sion form and require- 
ments for the category 
they want to nomi- 
nate. Guidelines, crite- 
ria and nomination 
forms can be found 
online at  missis- 
saugaartscouncil.com 
/the-martys. Nomina- 
tions close on Apr. 6. 
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Female trailblazers to be honoured at fifth annual gala 


Agroup of female 
leaders in the local co- 
munity will be hon- 
ored for their work 
inspiring women dur- 
ing the fifth annual 
Fierce and Fabulous 
gala, which will be 
held on Apr. 30 at the 
Mississauga Conven- 
tion Centre. 

Organized by the 
Peel Children’s Aid 
Foundation, the gala 
is set to bring over 
200 guests together 
for a night of food, 
drinks and entertain- 
ment in support of 


women and _ youth 
across Peel Region 
and beyond. 


Within Peel alone, 
more than 66,000 
children and youth 
live in poverty. 

Peel Children’s Aid 
will look to raise over 
$60,000 at the annual 
event, which will help 
support the preven- 
tion of neglect and 
abuse, promote health 
and wellness, and pro- 
vide enrichment op- 
portunities for all 
children under the 
care or supervision of 
Peel Children’s Aid. 

The evening’s festiv- 
ities will include a se- 
lection of food stations 
and activities that kick 
off at 6:30 p.m., a 


keynote speaker 
(TBA), an awards cer- 
emony at 8 p.m. anda 
raffle and “Bling in a 
Box” prize draw at 
8:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $99 each 
for the gala, with ta- 
bles and _ corporate 
sponsorship opportu- 
nities available. 

For more informa- 
tion or to purchase 
tickets, email Patricia 

t 


a 
pbrady@peelcas.org 
or call (905) 363- 
6131, ext. 1163, or visit 
the event website at 
peelcaf.com/fierce- 
andfabulous.html. 


Models walk the runway at the 
annual “Fierce and Fabulous” 
gala. (Eile Photo) 


Negative or Positive - Your Choice Easterfest returns 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


I recently attended 
former Mississauga 
Mayor Hazel McCal- 
lion’s 99th birthday 
celebration, and she 
talked about her pos- 
itive attitude and so 
did other people who 
knew her. 

She gets up every 
morning and knows 
she will have a great 
day and she does. 
What a wonderful at- 
titude! 

She walked into the 
hall in Vic Johnston 
Arena in Streetsville 
that bears her name, 
with her head held 
high and_ greeted 
everyone there. She 
had no hesitation in 
her walk or greet- 
ings. 

Everyone was so 
happy to see her. 
The whole night 
went the same way. 
Everyone had some- 
thing great to say 
about her especially 
in the speeches. 

I wonder if we will 
make to 99 and still 
be as active and pos- 
itive as she is. 
Wouldn’t it be won- 
derful to stay posi- 
tive through our 
lives? 

When we wake up 
in the morning, how 
do we see our day 
proceeding? Positive 
or negative? What is 
our choice or do we 
make one? As we get 
ready for work, what 
do we expect or do 
we? Do we just go 
through the process 
like every other day 
or do we just expect 
the same old, same 
old? 


As children, we 
woke up with only a 
thought of playing 
through our day or 
as babies, to see the 
ones who loved us. 
There were no bad 
times for them un- 
less they saw it in us. 

Children _ played 
and had fun. They 
were born with that 
instinct. They could- 
n’t understand our 
sadness because they 
were full of happi- 
ness. They chose 
how they wanted to 
feel. Your smile was 
all they needed to 
fulfill how they felt. 

One Hallowe’en, I 
was out with my 
three children. I had 
made a Superman 
costume out of a blue 
t-shirt for my 
youngest with a red 
cape hanging from 
the shoulder seams. 

He started out by 
getting treats at the 
doors of our neigh- 
bours but ended up 
just running back 
and forth at the front 
of their lawns to see 
how his cape would 
fly out behind him. 

The neighbours en- 
joyed him so much 
and made sure they 
added treats for him 
along with my other 
two. I enjoyed the 
interaction of the 
neighbours and my 
son. 

At times, we have 
trouble seeing the 
positive in our lives 
depending on what 
we are going through 
or how much is on 
our plate. We need 
to make room for 


positivity no matter 
how hard it is. 

Believe it and what 
it can give you. It 
can give you a re- 
lease and a way of re- 
laxing. We don't 
need to always allow 
stress and negativity 
to rule our lives. 

At times, we are 
surrounded by nega- 
tivity but we need to 
see through that to 
what we can make of 
the images in our 
lives. 

If we don’t, then we 
will only know the 
darkness and lowly 
thoughts. If we can 
go beyond that and 
know the old saying 
“this too will end” 
then we can under- 
stand the different 
things that happen to 
us to strengthen who 
we are. Through 
being positive, we 
strengthen who we 
are and what we do. 
It also shows us a dif- 
ferent way to handle 
what is going on and 
to see it differently. 

Not everything 
needs to be accepted 
as itis. What about 
who you are when 
you are going 
through something 
negative. You are 
still a person worthy 
of knowing yourself. 

So how do we 
start? We start by 
feeling that our day 
will be the best and 
will show us the way 
to live through it. 

We always know 
that the day will con- 
tinue no matter how 
we feel so how do we 
want to feel through- 


out the day? Your 
choice! Find a way 
to change how you 
are feeling? Taking a 


short walk away 
from what is bother- 
ing you helps. 


Disassociate your- 
self with the feeling. 
It can be done. Don’t 
wrap yourself within 
it. Even a bathroom 
break helps. 

Try smiling. 
Choose happiness no 
matter what. It will 
grow within you. 
Choose happy 
colours to wear or 
surround — yourself 
with. Colours have 
energy and will sub- 
mit it to you. Choose 
how you want to feel 
and wear it. 

Use your senses to 
create happiness. 
Use happy photos, 
scenes or sayings on 
your computer 
screen or on your 
desktop to remind 
yourself to be happy 
or just think differ- 
ently. Listen to 
music that changes 
how you feel. Feel 
differently as you go 
through the day. If 
you have a treat to 
eat, smell and enjoy 
it rather than just 
eating it. Do the 
extra work to change 
how you feel or 
think. It will work. 

So, what is your 
choice — negative or 
positive? There will 
be times you will 
have to work harder 
to change how you 
feel, but it will be 
worth it. 

Choose 
and enjoy. 


carefully 
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for family fun! 


The happiest, 
“hoppiest” event 
of the year re- 
turns this April, 
as the ioth an- 
nual Easterfest 
takes over 
Downey’s Farm! 

Come out and 
enjoy an assort- 
ment of “eggsel- 
lent” activties 
which will run 
from 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. on the Apr. 4 
- 5 and 10 - 12 
weekends, includ- 
ing wagon rides, 


live magic and 
puppet shows, 
face painting, 
easter crafts, the 
Easter Egg 
Scramble, baby 
farm animals and 
much, much 
more! 

The popular 
Easter Egg 
Scramble and 


Easter Mini Hunt 
return, with 
plenty of bunny 
helpers on-hand 
to help _ partici- 
pants snatch up 
eggs and ex- 
change them for 


a ff ous a j r 


roa 


an Easter bag of 
treats! 

Due to ground 
conditions caused 
by melting snow, 
only those strut- 
tures which are 
permanent in the 
farm’s play area 
are available. 
These include 
wooden struc- 
tures (Monster 
Truck, Pirate 
Ship, Train), and 
Goat Mountain 
slide. The Farm- 
yard Play Area 
will reopen in 
mid-May. 

Visitors are en- 
couraged to come 
early to the festi- 
val to avoid dis- 
appoint- ment, 
and don’t forget 
to wear your 
boots! 

Admission is 
$13.27 (plus HST) 
for all tickets. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
event website at 
downeysfarm.co 
m/downeys-farm- 
market-easter- 
fest.htm. 
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Punjabi Singing Sensation Set to Ring In 2020 Holi Gala 


Punjabi singing 
sensation Master 
Saleem will be the 
headliner for the sev- 
enth annual Holi 
Gala — The Festival 
of Colours, taking 
place on Saturday, 
Apr. 4, 2020. 

The winter may 
have been especially 
grey, but the upcom- 
ing gala, organized 
yearly by the William 
Osler Foundation, 
promises to bring all 
of the colour, excite- 
ment and fun the 
Festival of Colours 
has come to _ be 
known for. 

“Not only has Holi 
Gala earned a repu- 
tation as the best 
party in town, it’s a 
vital fundraiser in 
support of our local 
hospitals,” said said 
Dr. Gurjit Bajwa and 
Dr. Vandana 
Ahluwalia, co-chairs 


of the Holi Gala 
Committee, on 
Wednesday. “The 


funds raised at Holi 
Gala enable Osler 
physicians, like us, to 
deliver exceptional 
health care in our 
community.” 
Tickets are now on 
sale for the grand 
celebration, which 
will be held at the 


Pearson Convention 
Center in Brampton. 

The event aims to 
raise more than 
$650,000 for rede- 
velopment and 
equipment at Osler’s 
three hospitals: 
Brampton Civic Hos- 
pital, Etobicoke Gen- 
eral Hospital and 
Peel Memorial Cen- 
tre for Integrated 
Health and Wellness. 

The Holi Gala has 
truly become the 
must-attend event of 
the year, said Ken 
Mayhew, president 


and CEO of the Osler 
Foundation. 
“Beyond the 


colour, the excite- 
ment and the 
grandeur, this event 
is instrumental in 
raising the funds 
needed to support 
our hospitals. We are 
grateful to the volun- 
teer committee and 
our generous spon- 
sors for making a 
real difference in 
local health care.” 
Holi Gala has al- 
ready attracted gen- 
erous support from 
sponsors including 
Specialty Rx Solu- 
tions, In N Out Car 
Wash, Armour In- 
surance Brokers 
Ltd., Avaal Technol- 


ogy and Bell. 
Corporate and 
community sponsor- 
ship opportunities 
are still available. 
“We're incredibly 
grateful for the sup- 
port we’ve received 
so far for Holi Gala,” 
said Pal Ghumman, 
community chair, 
Holi Gala Commit- 
tee. “We’re looking 
forward to coming 


together once again 


to celebrate spring 
while positively im- 
pacting health care 
for our community.” 

Guests will be en- 
tertained by Master 
Saleem’s unique 
voice, coupled with 
his impeccable 
singing technique, 
which have earned 
him a string of Pun- 
jabi and Bollywood 
hits and a place in 
the heart of music 


lovers around the 
world. 

“As a physician, I 
understand firsthand 
the importance of 
community support 
for our hospitals,” 
said Dr. Bajinder 
Reen, a kidney spe- 
cialist at Osler and 
the mission chair of 
Holi Gala. “Since 100 
per cent of hospital 
equipment must be 
funded by the com- 


Photo Courtesy of 
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munity, we simply 
couldn’t do the life- 
saving work we do 
without people com- 
ing together for 
events like Holi 
Gala.” 

Tickets can be pur- 
chased by visiting the 
event website at holi- 
gala.ca or by calling 
Osler Foundation at 
(905) 494-6556. 
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Expressive textiles and contemporary art arrives at PAMA 


The Peel = Art 
Gallery, Museum 
and Archives 


(PAMA) will bring 
the works of two 
contemporary 
artists to the Art 
Gallery this winter. 


PAMA welcomes a 
new touring exhibi- 
tion, Jagdeep 
Raina: Chase, on 
now until May 24. 

Raina's moving 
and expressive tex- 
tiles and drawings 


explore memory and 
a sense of commu- 
nity. The show is cu- 
rated by Shauna 
McCabe and organ- 
ized by the Art 
Gallery of Guelph 
with the support of 


the Ontario Arts 
Council and _ the 
Canada Council for 
the Arts. 

Raised and cur- 
rently based in 
Guelph, Raina will 
share stories of the 


Sikh diaspora. He 
s j 
as B 


draws upon personal 
records and those of 
his family who were 
among the first to 
immigrate to south- 
ern Ontario, as well 
as oral and archival 
histories of the 
wider pioneering 
Kashmiri and Pun- 
jabi Sikh diaspora. 

PAMA will also 
welcome Winnipeg 
artist Simon Hughes 
as he explores the 
symbolic Canadian 
landscape in his first 
solo public exhibi- 
tion Simon Hughes: 
Works, 2001-2020. 

The Winnipeg 
artist will be making 
an exclusive appear- 
ance on Thursday, 
Mar. 5 from 7 — 8:30 
p-m. and_ taking 
guests on a tour of 
his work, some of 
which will be un- 
veiled at PAMA for 
the first time. 

Both familiar and 
strange, Hughes’ in- 


terior scenes of 
artist studios, whim- 
sical architectural 
structures, rural- 
and-cityscapes, ice- 
berg and mountain 
views tend to borrow 
something from re- 
ality but in the end 
represent a window 
into the imaginative 
and the mysterious. 
"T am excited to 
have all of these var- 
ious bodies of my 
work together in one 
place for the first 
time, and to see 
what kind of new 
connections might 
emerge between 
them,” said Hughes 
earlier this week. 
Operated by the 
Region of Peel, 
PAMA is located at 9 
Wellington Street, 
East in Brampton. 
For more informa- 
tion, visit 
pama.peelregion.ca. 


Memories and tears as final literary prize awarded 


by Alex Gregory 


The country's liter- 
ary elite joined to- 
gether for an 
afternoon of memo- 
ries, laughter and tears 
during the final award 
ceremony for the RBC 
Taylor Prize, hosted 
Monday afternoon at 
the Omni King Ed- 
ward Hotel in Toronto. 

The ceremony, 
which recognizes the 
best in non-fiction 
works from across 
Canada, drew more 
than 250 participants, 
who shared stories of 
the subjects behind 
many of the honoured 
books, reflected on the 
award's legacy of hon- 
ouring emerging and 
established writers 
and expressed hope 
for the future of non- 
fiction writing 
throughout the coun- 
try. 

"This is both a fitting 
beginning, and a fit- 
ting end," said Prize 
founder Noreen Tay- 
lor, who helped intro- 
duce the final five 
authors nominated for 
the award, which in- 
cluded Mark Bourrie, 
Robyn Doolittle, Jes- 
sica McDiarmid, Ziya 
Tong and Timothy C. 
Winegard. 

The Prize, named for 
Taylor's husband, 
noted journalist and 
author Charles Taylor, 
saw numerous writers, 
from across the 
Greater Toronto Area 
and beyond, named as 
some of the country's 
best non-fiction writ- 
ers. The finalists were 
selected from a pool of 
over 150 Canadian 
works selected by a 
panel of jurors, which 
included Margaret At- 
wood, Coral Ann How- 
ells and Peter 
Theroux. 

Bourrie, the author 
of Bush Runner: The 
Adventures of Pierre- 
Esprit Radisson, was 
chosen as the winner 
of the 2020 Prize, and 
received a $30,000 
cash prize, while the 
remaining _ finalists 
each received $5,000 
each. All of the win- 
ners received a custom 
leather-bound copy of 
their shortlisted book, 
as well as promotional 
support for their titles. 

For Bourrie, who 
had completed his bi- 
ography of Radisson (a 
co-founder of what 
would become the 
Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany) 14 years earlier 
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and had his award re- 
jected by several pub- 
lishers before signing 
with independent pub- 
lishing house Biblioa- 
sis, the announcement 
of his win came as a 
complete shock to 
him. 

"This is amazing," 
said Bourrie, strug- 
gling to hold back 
tears. "For a long time, 
I wondered if anyone 
cared what I wrote... 
and they do." 

The novel, which fo- 
cuses on Radisson's 
adventures as a fur 
trader in Canada, 
France and England, is 
intended to give read- 
ers a different view on 
the Indigenous groups 
that influenced Radis- 
son's life during the 
1500s, drawn from ac- 
ademic literature and 
barely-told records to 
craft a unique story 
around the eccentric 
explorer. 

"Nobody had _ col- 
lected all of Radisson's 
writings before," said 
Bourrie, referring to 
works collected by 
University of Toronto 
Press' Champlain So- 
ciety only a couple of 
years before Bush 
Runner's publication. 
"I want people to take 
a different look at the 
connections between 
Indigenous peoples." 

Bourrie will an- 
nounce the winner of 
the 2020 Taylor Prize 
Emerging Writers 
Mentorship Program 
next month, which will 
award one of five 
shortlisted emerging 
authors, who will re- 
ceive a $10,000 prize 
to support their liter- 
ary career. 

The prize has taken 
on a life of its own, 
said Noreen Taylor, 
who was joined by her 
children, Edward and 
Nadina Taylor, to 
speak about the prize's 
history and reflect on 
the future of non-fic- 
tion books in the coun- 
try. 

"It's taken flight. To- 
gether, we've been able 
to turn dreams into re- 
ality," said Noreen, 
who thanked the ju- 
rors and many sup- 
porters in attendance 
for their help over the 
last two decades. "You 
took what started as a 
leap of imagination, 
and turned it into a 
concrete reality." 
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(L-R) The five finalists for the 2020” 
RBC po ae Prize: Mark Bourrie, ares 


Photo by Tom Sandler 
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PARENT 


DIS ENGAGEMENT 


DISCIPLINE: FROM TIME OUT TO KICKED OUT 


Join our expert panel for an important discussion on student progressive discipline, 
including detentions, suspensions, and expulsions. Learn the process and how to 
advocate for your child if they’ve been put out of class, suspended, or expelled. 


Saturday, March 7, 2020 
10:00am — 12:00pm 
Central Peel Secondary School 
32 Kennedy Rd N, Brampton 


(Kennedy Rd & Queen St) Moderated by Knia Singh 
Lawyer, Community Advocate 


Abigail Hamilton Alex Battick Althea Coke 
Executive Director, ResQ Youth Education Lawyer Criminal Defence Lawyer 


* light lunch provided To register, please visit 
"pciularen dre Welcome www.WeRiseTogether.ca 


For questions or to request accessibility accommodations, please email wrt@peelsb.com 


